
DISTRICT 2 – COAL MINE NEAR MISS 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
An unintentional ignition occurred on June 17, 2011.  Contractors welding inside the #1 
silo stated that they heard a loud bang, observed an orange ball of flame, accompanied 
with a rush of hot air, traveling up from the bottom of the coal silo where they were 
welding.  The flame quickly dissipated. 
 
 
Best Practices 

• Methane monitoring system that will shut down belts and feeder 
• Adequate ventilation of area 
• Examinations 
• No welding or open flame while belt is operating 
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