MINIM Eatal 2004-22-23

Ealling Matenal

December 5, 2004 (Nevada)

Copper

Mechanic - 31 years old - 11 years experience
Welder - 231 years old - 3l years experience




Overview

Fhe victims Were changing|the: belts on
the lateching mechanismiinsert:on the
pucket (dipper) of a leading shoevel. They
Were Working hetween the dipper door;
and the dipper Wihenithe weld en a steel
Support that was; blecking the dipper deor:
failed, causing the door te clese and strike
them.







Why Did Accident Occur?

Fhe accident occurred hecause safe Work
precedures had not veen estanlished for
plecking| the shovel dipper door:.




Bucket (Dipper) Assembly for the Electric Shovel




Causal Factors

A sk assessment to) ldentiify. pessible
azardsyand estaklisih sale precedures Was
RAEL conducted With! the: Crew: prior te

PErfermIng the task of changing the: belts
O the shevel dippert Iatching mechanismn.




Causal Factors

Management pelicies, standards; and
controlsiwere inadeguate. Procedures had
ot Been established ter ensure mMIners
Were: protected while working te repair the
door latching mechanism.  The: dipper
door Was net: properly: vlecked against
moetien te’ prevent the deoer firon ¢losing..




Best Practices

Befere: any Woerk Begins;, miners should conaduct
a Risk Assessment to evaluate all tasks to
identiiy and correct potential hazards, ensuring
that the task can e saifely perfermed.

Befiere Woerking, under: a raisedl BUCKet door,
ensure that the' matenal used fior blecking
against hazardeus moetien Is adeguate and
propery installed.




Best Practices

Examine Welk areas durng: the shiiit
oK hazards that may’ e created as a

esult of the Work BeIng Perfermed:

Consult eguipment manuiacturers, for
guidance: befiere repairs: egin.




