MINM Eatal 2004-27

Other (Drowning)

December 13, 2004 (liexas)

Limestene

Laborer — 56 years old — 4" years; experience




Overview

TFhe victimr fellfinter a S-feet high conclete
decanting structure and drowned. The
decanting strlicture contained anout 4 fieet

eff sand and water. He was fieunad fleating
Rear the everhead valve that diected the
plant dischiarge water that Was filewing
o the decanting structure.




Decanting Structure




Why Did Accident Occur?

Fhe aceident ececlrred hecause: safie
OPErating procedures were not estanlished
10 ensure that' persons Were protected
from hazards whlle werking ever and
areund’ decanting structures. Lifie’ jackets
WElEe not previded el Persens Whe
pPerfiermed tasks at the decanting
structures.




Causal Factor

Management policies andiadministrative
controls wWere inadeguate., Safe operatng
precedures were not estanlished ter ensure

PErsens Were protected freom the hazard
of fialling Inte water at the: decanting
structures.




Best Practices

Ensure that flotation devices are
previded and woern By minersiWhere
there'is a danger of ialling Inte
Water.

Before beginning Work, mIners
shiould discuss the job tasks, Identify
all pessible hazards; and ensurke that
steps are taken to safely perferm the
task (risk analysis).




