








ENFORCEMENT ACTIONS 

1) A 103(k) Order, No. 7281413, was issued to ensure the safety of the miners 
until the investigation could be completed. 

 
2) A 104(a) Citation, No. 7281417, was issued for violation of 30 CFR 77.502 

stating that the Cross Hollow conveyor belt circuit breaker disconnecting 
device, located on the motor platform, was not maintained to assure safe 
operating condition.  The handle of the device was broken which 
prohibited the turning motion necessary to deenergize electrical power. 
 
This condition contributed to a fatal mining accident which occurred on 
December 4, 2007 in which a miner was carried by the belt conveyor a 
distance of 49 feet, which also caused him to fall from the conveyor 
structure to the raw coal stockpile, a distance of approximately 39 feet.  
The miner suffered serious injuries and later died on December 14, 2007.   
 

3) A 104(a) Citation, No. 7281418, was issued for violation of 30 CFR 
77.404(c), stating that a miner was performing repairs on the inclined and 
elevated Cross Hollow conveyor belt while the circuit breaker supplying 
power to the Cross Hollow conveyor belt was not deenergized prior to 
performing the repairs.  The miner was lying face down on top surface of 
the bottom belt, beneath the top portion of the belt.  The Cross Hollow 
conveyor belt started without warning, causing the miner to fall 
approximately 39 feet to the surface of the raw coal storage pile.   
 
This condition contributed to a fatal mining accident which occurred on 
December 4, 2007 in which a miner suffered serious injuries and later died 
on December 14, 2007.   

 
4) A 104(a) Citation, No. 7281419 was issued for violation of 30 CFR 

77.1607(bb), stating that the entire length of the Cross Hollow conveyor 
belt is not visible from the starting switches, a visible warning system was 
not installed, and the audible warning system was insufficient to warn 
persons that the conveyor was starting.     

 
The installed Pyott Boone Belt Boss System, located at the motor platform, 
provides an initial 10-second audible warning alarm which is not audible 
from the location where two miners were assigned work duties along the 
conveyor.  The volume on the alarm was too low to be effective. 
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The start controller of the Cross Hollow conveyor belt, also located at the 
motor platform, has a 6-second audible alarm was not maintained in an 
operable condition and failed to function when tested. 
 
The inclined and elevated Cross Hollow conveyor belt is approximately 
310 feet in length.  Another conveyor belt discharges raw coal near the 
midpoint of the Cross Hollow conveyor belt.  The multi-belt configuration 
prohibits persons from clearly observing the entire length of the conveyor 
prior to starting.   
 
This condition contributed to a fatal mining accident which occurred on 
December 4, 2007 in which a miner suffered serious injuries and later died 
on December 14, 2007.  The accident occurred when a miner, unable to 
hear the ineffective audible alarm, was carried by the belt conveyor a 
distance of 49 feet, which also caused him to fall from the conveyor 
structure to the raw coal stockpile, a distance of approximately 39 feet  
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Appendix A 

List of Persons Participating in the Investigation 

Mammoth Coal Company 
 

Larry Ward................................................................................General Manager 
Don Rutherford ........................................................................... Superintendent 
Rick Burke ............................................................ Maintenance Superintendent 
Jeff Hartley .......................................................................Maintenance Foreman 
David Petrey ..................................................................................Mine Foreman 
Shane Mc Pherson........................................................................ Safety Director 
John Daniels .........................................................................Motorman/Fireboss 
Kenneth Housh...................................... Motor Crew Helper/Scoop Operator 
Larry Dangerfield......................................................Preparation Plant Laborer 
James Shelton........................................................ Belt Buster/General Laborer 
Lawrence Click .................................................................................Outside man  
 

Pyott Boone Electronics 
 

Wes Leffel................................................... Sales/Maintenance Representative 
 

West Virginia Office of Miner’s Health, Safety and Training 
 

Bill Tucker ..............................................................Assistant Inspector-at-Large 
Clarence Dishman........................................................ Underground Inspector 
Wayne Miller ..............................................Underground Inspector/Electrical 

 
Mine Safety and Health Administration 

 
Jim Honaker........................................................................... Electrical Engineer 
Edward Matthews..............................Coal Mine Safety and Health Inspector 
James R. Humphrey...........................Coal Mine Safety and Health Inspector 
Joseph C. Mackowiak PE ...........................Mine Safety and Health Specialist 
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Appendix B 
Victim Information 

 

 11 



Appendix C  
Additional Photographs 

 

 
Cross Hollow Conveyor Belt Walkway at the Location of the Accident 

 

 
Broken Conveyor Handle at the Cross Hollow Conveyor Belt Controller Located 

at the Conveyor Belt Platform 
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