
 

 
 
 
Fatality #38 - June 16, 2010 
Fall of Face/Rib/Highwall - Underground - Kentucky 
Lone Mountain Processing Inc. - Clover Fork No 1 
 
COAL MINE FATALITY - - On Wednesday, June 16, 2010, a 42 year old Section 
Foreman with 17 years of mining experience was fatally injured. While he was installing 
rib support, a section of rib 12 feet wide x 15 feet 6 inches high x 9 feet thick fell, 
knocking over a roof jack that struck him.  

 
 

Best Practices 

• Conduct roof evaluations when entering a previously mined area for the purpose 
of pillar recovery.  

• Support loose ribs or roof adequately or scale down material before beginning 
work.  

• Conduct thorough pre-shift examinations and on-shift examinations of the roof, 
face, and ribs immediately before work or travel is in an area and thereafter as 
conditions warrant.  

• Know and follow the approved roof control plan. Take additional measures to 
protect persons if unusual hazards are encountered.  

• Assure the roof control plan is suitable for prevailing geologic conditions. Revise 
the plan if conditions change and the support system is not adequate to control 
the roof, face, and ribs.  

• Be alert to changing geological conditions which may affect roof, rib, and face 
conditions.  

This is the 38th fatality reported during calendar year 2010 in the coal mining industry. 
As of this date in 2009, there were 7 fatalities reported in coal mining. This is the second 
fatality classified as Fall of Face, Rib, Pillar or Highwall in 2010. At this time in 2009, 
there were no fatalities in this classification. 

The information provided in this notice is based on preliminary data ONLY and does not represent 
final determinations regarding the nature of the incident or conclusions regarding the cause of the 
fatality. 

 


