
U.S. Department of Labor Mine Safety and Health Administration 
11 00 Wilson Boulevard 
Arlington, Virginia 22209-3939 

MAR 2 8 2011 

MEMORANDUM FOR NEAL H. MERRIFIELD 
Administrator for Metal and 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

Nonmetal Mine Safety and Health 

DENNIS RAYMOND .12 ( .~ V"-':7"'Z-~.__ 
Acting Chief, Program P~uat 
HEIDI W. STRASSLER /Jl:L: 'AJ,Jt;.MJo{._­
Associate Solicitor for Mine Safety and ~ 

JEFFREY A. DUNCAN~~~· ~ 
:1;::~ ro~;:::M~d, evelopment 

Acting Director of -'J-ich~i~u~port 
NANCY M. SAHAKIAN, M.D. 
Senior Program Management Consultant, Clinical Operations, 
Federal Occupational Health Service, United States Public 
Health Service ~ ,~ ('] 1 t1 . 

j\Tk (} __ ~4 ((;._ 
Fatality Review Committee Decision on Chargeability 

Case No.: 2009-M-65-Fuoss Deceased: Michael L. Fuoss 

Date of Incident: September 11, 
2009 

Operator: Fuoss Gravel Company 

Decision: Not chargeable 

Date of Death: September 11, 2009 

Mine: Fuoss Pit 

You can now file your MSHA forms online at www.MSHA.gov. It's easy, it's fast, and it saves you money! 
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In a unanimous decision, the Fatality Review Committee has determined that the death 
of Michael L. Fuoss should not be charged to the mining industry. Mr. Fuoss, the mine 
owner, was found deceased at his desk in the mine office. According to MSHA's 
investigation, Mr. Fuoss had been shot multiple times by an individual who was not 
employed by the mine. The assailant had apparently committed another homicide in the 
area and was later apprehended. The death certificate indicated that the cause of death 
was due to multiple gunshot wounds. 

Based on the certificate of death and the results of MSHA's investigation, the committee 
members concluded that Mr. Fuoss died as a result of a homicide and that his death 
should not be charged to the mining industry. 
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