
STOP the Fatalities  

Since March 23rd 2007 ten metal and nonmetal employees have been killed, bringing this year’s total 
number of fatalities in the metal and nonmetal mining industry to thirteen.  MSHA is requesting that you 
take time out to talk to your employees about the causes of these accidents.  We need to take action now 
to STOP the Fatalities.  Sharing information and discussing these recent accidents with the employees 
can help them to avoid these types of accidents in the future. 

A significant contributing cause in most accidents is insufficient attention to the task at hand or multi-
tasking.   Employees must pay careful attention to what is going on around them and to the tasks they 
are performing.   Consider these tragedies… 

April 25, 2007- A truck driver was fatally injured when the haul truck he was driving traveled over a 
berm and landed on a bench below. He was ejected from the cab of the truck and killed. 
 
April 18, 2007- A driller was fatally injured when he was ejected from the operator’s cab at a surface iron 
ore mine. The drill, positioned on a bench, tipped on its side causing the victim to fall over the edge of 
the highwall.  
 
April 18, 2007- A contractor was fatally injured while erecting scaffolding to repair a building at an 
alumina operation. The victim was positioned on a scaffold support member when he fell 30 feet to his 
death.  
 
April 5, 2007- A tire contractor was fatally injured at a surface stone mine while changing tires on a front-
end-loader.  The victim and a co-worker had supported the loader using hydraulic jacks and wooden 
blocks.  While the victim was underneath the frame attempting to break the bead on one tire, the loader 
became unstable, fell off the supports, and struck him.  
 
April 3, 2007 – A truck driver was fatally injured while hauling material on the surface at an 
underground metal mine.  The driver lost control of the loaded truck as it descended a steep grade.  The 
truck rolled over and became partially submerged in a pond. 
 
March 30, 2007 – A dredge operator was fatally injured when he fell off a dredge at a sand and gravel 
operation.  The victim was performing maintenance on a winch when he either fell over or through the 
hand rails and drowned.   
 
March 23, 2007 – A maintenance man was fatally injured while adjusting a cable for an aerial tram at an 
industrial sand operation.  A hydraulic tension jack was being used to tighten the cable when the cable 
anchorage failed.  The victim was struck by either the cable or the jack. 
--- 
February 19, 2007 – A miner was fatally injured while gravity dropping rail cars at a surface stone 
operation.  As the cars entered a road crossing, they collided with a stockpile truck that failed to yield 
the right-of-way, pinning the victim between a rail car and the truck. 
 
January 25, 2007 – A miner was struck by a rock fall while positioning wire screen to be bolted on the 
back at an underground metal mine.  Ground support had not been installed to support the ground in 
the area he was working. 
 
January 2, 2007 – A miner was fatally injured while performing maintenance at an alumina operation.  
Hydrogen fluoride discharged onto the victim’s face as he opened a ball valve on an access pipe. 
 
For Best Practices to prevent these fatal accidents see http://www.msha.gov/fatals/fabm2007.asp . 






