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P R OCEETDTI NG S

MR. O"DONNELL:

My name 1s Joe
O"Donnell. I"m an accident
investigator with the Mine
Safety & Health Administration
(MSHA), an agency of the
United States Department of
Labor. With me is Derek
Baxter from the Solicitor~™s
Office and Sherrie Hayashi
with the Utah Labor
Commission. We"l1ll be
conducting the questioning
today.

I, together with other
government i1nvestigators and
specialists, have been
assigned to Investigate the
conditions, events and
circumstances surrounding the
fatalities that occurred at
the Crandall Canyon Mine 1i1n

Utah 1n August of 2007. The

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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investigation 1s being
conducted by MSHA, under
Section 103(a) of the Federal
Mine Safety & Health Act and
the Utah Commission of Labor.
We appreciate your assistance
in this 1nvestigation.

After the i1nvestigation
is complete, MSHA will issue a
public report detailing the
nature and causes of the
fatalities 1n the hope that
greater awareness about the
causes of accidents can reduce
their occurrence i1n the
future. Information obtained
through witness i1Interviews 1s
frequently 1ncluded 1n these
reports. Your statement may
also be used 1n other
proceedings.

You may have a personal
representative present during
the taking of this statement

and may consult with this

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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representative at any time.
Your statement 1s completely
voluntary. You may refuse to
answer any question and you
may terminate your i1nterview
at any time. You can also
request a break at any time.
Since this 1s not an
adversarial proceeding, formal
cross-examination will not be
permitted; however, your
personal representative may
ask clarifying questions as
appropriate.

A court reporter will
record your iInterview, soO
please speak loudly and
clearly. If you do not
understand a question, just
ask and I"1l rephrase 1t.
Please answer each question as
fully as you can, i1ncluding
any information you“ve learned
from someone else.

I would like to thank

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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DARWON

you 1n advance for your
appearance here today. We
appreciate your assistance 1n
this Investigation. Your
cooperation 1s critical 1In
making the nation®s mines
safer.

After we have finished
asking questions, you~"ll have
an opportunity to make a
statement and provide us with
other 1information that you
believe to be important. 1T
at any time after the
interview you recall any
additional 1nformation that
you believe might be useful,
please contact Mr. Richard
Gates at the telephone number
or e-mail address on this
card.

Ms. Kirkwood, would you
please swear 1n the witness?

STANSFIELD, HAVING FIRST BEEN

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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DULY SWORN, TESTIFIED AS FOLLOWS:

BY MR.

MR. O"DONNELL:

Ms. Kirkwood, are you
empowered as a notary iIn the
State of Utah?

MS. KIRKWOOD:

I am.

MR. O"DONNELL:

And when does your
commission expire?

MS. KIRKWOOD:

August 15th, 2008.
MR. O"DONNELL:

Have you sworn In Mr.
Stansfield?

MS. KIRKWOOD:

Il have.

MR. O"DONNELL:

Thank you.
O"DONNELL:

Q.

Please state your TfTull name

and address for the record.

A
(b) (7)(C)

Darwon D. Stansfield, (b)(7)(C)

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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(b) (N(©C) .
Q.- Mr. Stansfield, do you have
any questions about the interview
process as 1"ve described 1t?
AL No .
Q.- Do you have a personal
representative with you today?
AL Yes.

MR. O"DONNELL:

Would your personal
representative 1dentify
himself by name?

ATTORNEY RAJKOVICH:

Marco Rajkovich, 2333
Alumni Park Plaza, Suite 310,
Lexington, Kentucky, 40517.
BY MR. O"DONNELL:

Q.- Are you aware that your
representative may have a conflict of
interest 1n representing you while
being provided by someone else, such

as the company?

AL No .
MR. O"DONNELL:
Mr. Rajkovich, would
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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you state for the record
whether you also represent the
mine operator in these
matters?

ATTORNEY RAJKOVICH:

I do.
BY MR. O"DONNELL:

Q. With this understanding, do
you still want this person as your
representative?

AL Yes.

Q. Darwon, are you appearing here
today voluntarily?

AL Yes.

Q. Okay. Now, how many years of
mining experience do you have?

A About four.

Q- Four years. And how many
years at Crandall Canyon?

AL All the years, four.

Q. All four years. Have you ever

worked 1n the mining 1tndustry before

that?

A. No .

Q. Okay. And what 1s your
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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present position?

A Electrician.

Q. You"re an electrician. And
how long have you been an
electrician?

A Mechanic before that. I was
an electrician for about a year.

Q. Okay. And 1s that the only
position you®"ve held at the mine?
AL Yes.

Q- Okay. Do you have any mining

certificates?

A Just my electrical papers.
Q. Okay.

A Methane certification.

Q.- Your federal, okay. Now,

who®"s your I1mmediate supervisor?
AL Now, up there? Gale Anderson.
Q.- Gale Anderson. And was he

your supervisor on August the 5th?

A. No .

Q. Who was 1t?

A . Jesse Gordon.

Q.- Jesse Gordon was.

AL Isreal Petersen was the
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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maintenance foreman.

Q. Okay. So how long was Mr.
Petersen your supervisor?

A About eifght months.

Q. Eight months. Okay . The week
of the accident, what was your work
schedule and where were you working?
A West main section.

Q. And what shift were you on

that week?

A. I was on dayshift.

Q. Dayshift would begin at what
time?

A I begin at 5:00 in the
morning.

Q. Okay. You were in the 5:00 1n

the morning until 5:00 p.m.?

AL Yeah.

Q.- And how many days a week?
A Four days.

Q.- Four. And then you had the

four and three schedule?
A Three days off, yes.
Q. And what part of the schedule

were you iIn at this time?

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908
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A. That day?

Q- August 5th.

A August 5th, 1t was the
dayshift.

Q. And were you working August
5th?

A Yes.

Q.- Were you scheduled to work

also on the 6th?

A Yes.

Q. Okay.

A That"s a short day, though.
Q.- That would have been your

double day; right?

AL Yeah.

Q- Okay. So you were the section
mechanic ---

A Yes.

Q.- --- or electrician, 1 should
say? So tell me, on the 5th, when
you Ffirst started, what you did that

day, on the 5th.

A That morning?

Q. Uh-huh (yes).

AL That would have been that
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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Sunday; right? Or was that Monday

morning?

Q.- The 5th. The day before the
accident.

A . Well, that morning we serviced
the equipment. And then after that,
the crew came i1n and, from what 1
recall, Jjust done my daily routine.
Q. What®"s your daily routine?
What do you do?

A Go repair stuff on the list

that they give us, mostly outby the

section a ways. I believe 1 worked
on the scoop that day. It was down.
Worked on the miner. The miner
kicked power. Worked on 1t, repaired

it, and then went up and watched thenm
mine for about five minutes, and left
to go home.

Q.- So did you --- and that was
your day?

AL Yeah.

Q.- Do you ever help out on the
equipment in the face, like fi1ll 1in

at lunchtime or anything like that?

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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A Every now and again 1°11 drive

buggy for them.

Q- Do you?
A Yeah.
Q. I"m going to pull out a map of

the section that day, and maybe you
could jJust give me an i1dea where some
of the equipment was the day before
and some of the conditions. Do you
recognize this, a map of the Crandall
Canyon section.

ATTORNEY RAJKOVICH:

The west main south
area section?

MR. O"DONNELL:

Yes, 1t 1s, Marco.

ATTORNEY RAJKOVICH:

Thank you.
MR. O"DONNELL:

We"d lrtke to mark this
Stansfield Exhibit One.
(Stansfield Exhibit One
marked for
identification.)

BY MR. O"DONNELL:

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908
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Q. And 1f you would, do you
recall --- well, let"s jJust start off
by marking down where the --- do you

recall where the feeder was, the

section fTeeder?

A . I believe the feeder was at
139, ---

Q. At 139 of ---2

A --—-— 1T I remember right.

Q. 139 of which ---?

A. In the belt entry, Number Two
entry.

Q.- Number Two. Could you mark

that down here? Just put a triangle
where the tail piece was at, feeder.
WITNESS COMPLIES

A I believe 1t was at 138.

BY MR. O"DONNELL:

Q. Okay. Just mark 1t in there,
138, Number Two entry. Let"s jJust
mark that the feeder. Okay. And

what about the section transformer,
the power box, where would that have
been?

A I think 1t was by the Number

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908
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Three entry.

Q. The Number Three entry iIn what
crosscut?

A . Crosscut 138, I believe,
between the two ---.

Q.- Between 138 and 137, would
that be right in there? If you~"d
mark that, 1°d appreciate 1t.

WITNESS COMPLIES

BY MR. O"DONNELL:

Q.- And that would be the power
box; right?

A I believe so.

Q.- And where would be --- where
was the section dinner hole?

A Right 1in --- located 1n front

of the transformer.

Q. So the dinner hole was jJjust in
front of the --- the same location as
the ---

A Yeah.

Q- --- power transformer; right?
Okay . Now, you said that they were

mining coal that shift and that you

had the --- where was the charging

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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station at? We may as well put that

in before we get ---7

AL The charging station was here,
at 137.

Q.- 137, between Crosscut Number

One and Two?
A Yeah. Right there.
MR. O"DONNELL:

Okay. IT you want to
color that i1in, 1°d appreciate
it.

WITNESS COMPLIES
BY MR. O"DONNELL:

Q.- All right. And where were
they mining coal that day?

A I believe they was mining
between here.

Q. Now, you"re pointing to the
barrier?

AL Yeah.

Q. Okay. And were you hitting

any blocks that day?

A. No .
Q. No?
A. No .
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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Q.- Okay. Could you speak up a

little bit so he can hear you?
A No .
Q.- Okay. Thank you. So you were
taking cuts out of the barrier on the
left. Is there some reason why you
weren®"t taking those blocks?
AL They needed to be left for the
notch there, ---
Q.- Okay. So you ---7
AL --- as far as what |1
understood.
Q. Okay. They were to be left?
A Yes.

MR. O"DONNELL:

IfT you want to just X
those out, 1°"d appreciate it.
WITNESS COMPLIES
MR. O"DONNELL:

And the Xs are going to
mean that that coal 1s being
left. And he 1s marking the
blocks between 142 and 141
Crosscut, the blocks between

the Number One and Four

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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entries, the two blocks
between 141 and 40, and the
three blocks between 140 and
139.

BY MR. O"DONNELL:

Q- And 1f you would, with the
marker pen there, could you show me
approximately how many lifts were
taken out of the barrier when you
went up to work on the machine?

A I believe one, two maybe

across there.

Q- Two here?

A . Yeah .

Q- About how deep were the cuts?
A . Thirty-five (35) feet.

Q. Okay . And was there coal ---

was there a coal barrier between

them?
A You mean here and there?
Q. No, between the two lifts.
A Yeah. There was stone left.
Q- They left a fender between 1t?
About how thick ---?
AL Just a stump.
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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Q.- About how thick?

AL I don"t recall.

Q. Okay. That"s fTine.

AL As far as just seeing that, 1

don*"t recall that.
Q- Were these full miner lifts, |1

mean, Ffull wide?

AL What do you mean by that,
just full --- two to a miner? Yeah.
Q.- Was 1t one full miner pass and

then back up and then leave a fender
and another pass?

AL Yeah.

Q- Okay. It wasn"t like a fTull
miner cut, a 20-foot-wide cut, and

then a fender?

AL They took their cut here, ---
Q. Yes.
A --- left their stump, went 1iIn

and broke their hole, like the

regular pillaring procedure would be.

Q. What do you mean broke the

hole?

AL You"d go in and make your cut.

They"d leave --- and then make their
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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stump on the next cut.

Q.- I don"t understand. They take
the first one, a full miner pass,
right, ---

AL Yeah.

Q.- --- and then they back up?

A Back up and take their next
lift, ---

Q. Okay.

A --- which would leave --- you
know what I"m saying? They left
their stump here, ---

Q. Yes.

A --- and then they"d back up
enough to go in and cut and break a
hole to leave another stump.

Q.- In a regular miner cut, you

take your one pass; right?

AL Uh-huh (yes).
Q. Move over, take the rest of
your Tull cut. Is that what they did
here?
A Uh-huh (yes).
Q.- Okay. So they took one full
cut, ---

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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A . Yeah.

Q. --- then they went and moved
over and left a fender and took

another fTull cut?

AL Yeah.

Q- Il got you.

AL Yeah.

Q. Okay.

A We"re just --- | guess we"re

on different ---.

Q. I didn"t know 1f you were
single passing 1t or not.

A No .

Q. Okay. So where was the miner

when 1t broke down?

AL It was 1n this cut here.

Q- Oh .

A. They were barely 1n maybe five
feet.

Q.- Okay. And you say you had an

electrical problem?
A . Yeah, in the breaker that
kicked on the miner i1tself.

MR. BAXTER:

Can you say, when you

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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say this cut here, what you-"re
referring to?
A The second cut.

BY MR. O"DONNELL:

Q.- The second cut of the barrier
between Number --- Crosscut 142 and

141; right?

A . Yeah, ---

Q. Okay.

A . --- from what I recall.

Q- How long was 1t down?

A . Ten minutes.

Q- Okay. What was the problem

with 1t?

A The breaker just kicked.

Q. Just the breaker?

A I went back up there and reset
the breaker. I troubleshot 1t a
little bit. Figured everything was
all right. Just maybe like something

hit too fast that knocked the breaker
on 1t. Then went back In and stood
there and watched them cut. That was
the end of 1t. I left the face.

Q. Okay. Do you remember how the

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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section was ventilated?

A I never really paid a lot of
attention to ventilation as far as,
you know, maintenance.

Q.- Yeah. I understand that.
Maybe a little bit of background.
Were you i1n the section --- did you
work i1n the section when they
finished the development of the south
barrier?

A I wasn®"t actually 1n when they
finished developing i1t. That was on
my days off when the development
finished.

Q.- You came back when they
started pillaring 1t back?

AL Yeah.

Q.- Do you remember any
conditions, adverse conditions, when
they started pulling back?

A No .

Q.- Do you remember 1f maybe ---
what about In the beginning of the
shift, did they have to dig any

bottom out because 1t had heaved

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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or ---72

A Not that I recall. But like |1
say, | didn"t really pay attention to
a lot of that. Like 1 said, I was
outby doing permissibility and stuff
a lot.

Q. Have you seen heaving in the
section?

A. A little bit, which 1is

normally more towards the face, you

know.
Q. You mean, ---7
A. More towards the pillars,

those cut pillars.
Q.- Okay. And would they have to
mine their way In sometimes and clean

a little bit of bottom up? No?

A Not that I recall, no.

Q. Okay.

A Like 1 said, I wasn®"t i1In there
a lot.

Q.- What about the erosion of the

pillars, how was that?
AL Good 1n places. I mean, as

far as outby, 1t was fine, to me,

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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what 1 seen. But Inby, sometimes,
you know, where you®"re cutting at, it
gets that way, you know, where they
was cutting.

Q.- Have you ever heard any
bounces?

AL Little ones.

Q.- What"s a bounce? Explain to
me what you consider a bounce.

A To me, 1t ain"t bouncing 1f 1t
ain"t loud and banging and the floor
ain"t rolling. To me, they weren™"t
bouncing, but to most people they

would be a bounce.

Q. Have you ever --- well, how do
you --- do you fTeel 1t in your feet?
A Never really felt nothing like

that I1n there.

Q. Okay.

AL A couple little ones, you
know. Nothing real adverse to me.

Q. Have you ever seen on occasion

that 1t would bounce where i1t would
throw coal?

A Maybe a little rib sloughage,

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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nothing big.

Q- Not thrown but just ---7?
A Yeah. Ribs slough off.
Q. I got you. So the last day

that you were in there you didn-"t
notice anything --- any bottom heave

or rib rolls or anything like that?

A Not really.
Q. Okay.
A . In fact, the one time 1 went

to the face and the boss said, watch
that stump because he thought 1t
might get bad, but 1t never did. It

looked pretty good.

Q. You®"re referring to those two
cuts 1n the barrier or ---2?

A Because he was up there.

Q. Okay.

A. Because | was asking him to

run the miner.

Q. Okay.
AL And he jJust showed me a fTew
things.
MR. BAXTER;
And who are you
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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referring to?
A . Dale Black. He"s the face
boss.

BY MR. O"DONNELL:

Q. Okay.

A But nothing --- to me, that®s
normal procedure when you®"re cutting
coal 1s 1t"s going to slough.

Q.- So throughout the day, how
many cuts --- do you know if they
took off the barrier? Do you
remember?

A They worked different shifts
than me, you know.

Q. Okay .

AL They"re there two hours after

me and two hours longer than me,

SO ---.
Q- So you only know those two?
A . Yeah .
Q. Okay.
A. Because like 1 said, 1 left
the face. I was trying to fix the

scoop down i1n the i1ntake.

Q. Did you ever get the scoop

31
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fixed?

A We were working on it. It was
about done. We needed a part
changed. The next shift on was going

to finish i1t.

Q. Okay.

A And the crew --- our crew was
working on getting i1t moved out of
the way.

Q. And your section foreman was

Dale Black, and the miner operator

was ---7

A That day, would have been Cody
Ordener.

Q. Cody. And who were the

facemen?
A . I think Butchy Vasquez and

Nick Tuttle.

Q. Okay.

A. I believe that®"s who they
were

Q.- Shuttle car operators?

A Torrey Harvey and Elam Jones.
Q. Okay. Anybody else 1n the

section?

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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A There were two new guys they
was training. I don"t remember their

names, honestly, but ---.

Q. Okay.

A They were there one day.

Q.- So that was 1t for you for the
day? I mean, the last day --- the

last time you were at the face and
then ---. Do you have your own ride

or do you go out with the crew?

A I have my own ride.
Q. Okay.
A We were going 1n at 5:00. (I

we was going iIn at 5:00, we leave at

5:00, so ---.

Q.- What time did you get outside?
AL Probably about five minutes to
5:00.

Q.- Okay. And uneventful you go

home; right?

A Yeah. I Just go put my stuff
away and go home.

Q. So when was the next day that
you reported to work?

A Would have been Monday

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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morning.

Q.- And did you report that Monday
morning?

AL Yeah. I was there at five
o"clock Monday morning.

Q. Five o"clock. And 1s that
when you first heard of the accident
that had happened?

AL Uh-huh (yes).

Q.- And tell me about what day,
what you did that day and how you
assisted and just run me through the
August 6th day until you left the
property that day.

A well, 1 was --- fTirst thing, |1
was sent down to get all the trucks
running that we had, all the big
trucks that were broke down, get them
running. Done that. And that was
probably until 10:30 that day. And
then they sent me 1n to get the air
compressor running. Done that. And
then I went In and helped the
maintenance superintendent do a few

things 1n there, as far as just like

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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underneath the transformer and stuff.
Established some ventilation. And
then went out and picked up a scoop
and brought a transformer iInto the
section with the scoop. And that was
pretty well the end of my day that
day.

Q.- Did you --- 1 guess you had to
move the feeder back; 1s that right?
Or you had to cut the belt and put a
feeder i1In?

A I had no part 1In that.

Q. Okay. Did they begin loading
--- mucking out material?

AL I wouldn"t know that. I never
went to the face that day.

Q.- Okay. What®"s the --- the
crosscut, what was your furthest

crosscut advancement on the 6th?

A The day I went 1n?
Q. Yes.
A Probably about 120 1s as far

as | went.
Q.- And you say you helped with

some curtain?
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A Yeah, just right there, where

we unnipped the transformer for Six
and Seven belt. Hung some rag there
for the compressor and whatnot.

Q.- And what crosscut would that

have been 1In?

AL That would have been coming
down Six belt right here. You guys
don®"t got 1t marked. It"s right near

Crosscut Five.

Q. 1057

AL No . Would have been Crosscut
Five, where you come down to go to
the section. You would turn west

here and then come down to the

section. They have 1t right here on
Six tail.

Q.- Where are you pointing?

A Right here.

Q.- Oh, okay. So that~s

Crosscut ---

A 105, 1 believe.

Q. --- 110 1n the Number Two

entry?

A But i1t would have been in this
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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entry here.

Q. Oh, that would be Number ---.
Okay. Il can"t see 1t from here.

A It s not marked on there.

Q. You"re in Crosscut 110,

between Number ---.

AL They had the compressor
sitting here.

Q. Right there. So that would be
between 109 and 110 Crosscut of
Number Two entry?

AL Yeah.

Q.- Okay. Then you set the ---

where did you put the rag at?

A In the beltway 1In there.

Q. Okay.

A. Hung a pitece of rag right
there.

Q. Did you notice anything back

there where 1t had bounced off the
ribs, any coal sloughage or coal 1in
the entry? Did you see any of that,

Darwon?

A Uh-uh (no).
Q. Any of the effects of the
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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bounce?
A There were stoppings blowed

out, nothing ---.

Q. Just ventilation controls?
A. Yeah.
Q.- Between August 6th and August

16th, what was your role? What did
you do? What was your job?
A. I was a mechanic i1n the

recovery effort.

Q.- So you spent all your time up
there?
A . Not In the face. I was from

where they started out, clear outby.

Q. Outby. So would 1t be fair to
say that you didn®"t go to the miner?

A . Yeah, 1 went out and serviced

the miner.

Q. Oh, you did?

A. Serviced the miner, fixed any

problems we had with the equipment up
there.

Q.- So you observed all the jacks

that were set, all the timber sets.

Were you i1nvolved 1n i1nstalling any
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of that?

AL Yeah, helped them for maybe 15
minutes one day. That"s all 1 did

was ran the gauge for them to set the

rock props. That"s all 1 did.
Q.- That"s all. So 1t was
primarily an outby ---?

AL Yeah. I done a lot stuff

outby as far as jJust getting cable
ready, putting nips on stuff, getting
it ready.

Q. What about on August 16th,
were you In the section when they had
the second accident?

A I was outby Crosscut 107
wiring the face fan.

Q.- And did you hear or feel any
of the effects of that bounce?

A. A little bit. I felt it, but
it felt more outby to me than inby
the section.

Q.- How did you become aware that
there was a second accident?

AL Went back to the section. Me

and my maintenance foreman went back
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to the section to make sure
everything was running when the next
crew got there. And there was a guy,
I believe, by the --- 1 don"t know

what crosscut we parked at, but he

told us there was a guy --- one guy
down. That"s what he told us. One
man down. So we went to the face to

assist them.
Q. And did you assist in the

rescue, the recovery of the injured?

A I helped pack four guys out.
Q.- You did? Tell me about that,
1T you can. Do you remember where
they were? I have a drawing of the
area, 1f you --- 1f you can.

A I thought 1t was Crosscut 126,
but I wasn®"t for sure. I hadn™"t been

in the face all day that day.
MR. O"DONNELL:

Okay. We can mark this

Stansfield Exhibit Two.
(Stansfield Exhibit Two
marked for

identification.)
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BY MR. O"DONNELL:

Q.- Do you recognize this as the

accident scene? Here"s where the

miner was. This 1s where the rubble
began.
A Like I say, I"m not sure on

the crosscuts, but ---

Q. Yes.

A --- yeah, as far as I --- you
know, ---.

Q.- So was there anyone there

before you got there?

AL Yes.

Q. Who was there?

A Our cross shifters were up
there, a lot of them. They was up

there already and some of the other
crew members.
Q. Did you recognize any of the

people that you helped get out?

A As far as the guys that were

hurt?

Q. If they were, yeah.

A A few of them, yes.

Q. Could you show me where they
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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were at and where you helped them?
A. Brandon Kimber, 1 did not help
pull him out of the rubble, but I
packed him and they put him 1In the
coal hauler and brought him up 1In a
stretcher. I packed him from where
the feeder was at, which 1 believe
would have been Crosscut 120, ---
Q. Okay.

A. --- packed him 1nto a truck
and then went back to the face with
stretchers and oxygen.

Q. And who did you ---?

A There was already guys up

here, 1n this area, digging out.

Q. In here?

AL In the area there somewhere.
Q. Okay.

A And we were just lining them
up and packing them out. I never

actually got in the digging effort.
Q.- So you were more like outby
the rubble pile?

AL Standing on part of the rubble

pile, where 1t began.
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Q. And others were digging ---
A Yeah.

Q- --- them out?

A. Yeah. There was so many

people up there digging them, you-"d

have just got In the way to be up

there.
Q.- All right. Well, then we
really don®"t need that. So after the

accident, how long were you up there?

A That night?
Q- Yep .-
A I think I left the property

between 9:30 and ten o"clock that

night. IT I recall, that"s about
what 1t was. And then 1 never went
back to work up there. I got shipped

to a different mine.
Q.- Okay. Is there anything you-©d

like to add, anything you"d like to

comment on about ---?
A . Not that I recall
Q. Okay. Thanks. Before working

in the south barrier section, did you

happen to work in the north barrier
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at all~?
A Uh-huh (yes).
Q.- And tell me about your

involvement in the north barrier.
Were you there for the development of

the north barrier?

A Different boss, but yeah.

Q.- Who was your supervisor then?
A Maitntenance?

Q.- Yeah, maintenance and section

foreman.

AL Maitntenance would have been
Ryan Mann and faceboss would have
been Jim Hanna.

Q.- Jim Hanna. And how long did
you work in the north barrier

section?

A From the beginning.

Q.- Until 1t pulled out, too?

A I didn"t even know they pulled
out. I took a couple days off and

come back, and we was in a different

place.

Q.- On your advance there, can you

tell me --- 1s there some reason why
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.

(814) 536-8908




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

45

the section was stopped short?

A I knew nothing of 1t. When 1
got back, they were ---.

Q. No . I*"m talking about the

development.

A. Out here?
Q- Yeah, when they were driving
the four entries. Not the retreat.

Not the pillaring.

A We had hit a little bit of
water.
Q. Uh-huh (yes). Where would you

say the water was coming from?

AL I don"t know, between three
and four.

Q. All right. That"s fair. So
you were there for the --- when
pillaring began in the north barrier?
A Uh-huh (yes).

Q.- What was different about
pillaring the north barrier from the
south barrier?

A Nothing really to me. I mean,
like 1 said, I"m not 1in the face all

that much, so ---.
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Q. I understand that. But was

there any increase? Was there more

roof and floor or bounce activity

there?

A Not that I recall.

Q. Okay.

A When we started the pillaring

in there, there was two mechanics, me
and another guy. So I didn"t have to
spend --- as far as the retrieval

part of that, ---

Q. Uh-huh (yes).

AL ---— 1 didn"t spend a lot of
time 1In there. I was out of there.
Q. Okay.

A I was 1n general mining.

Q. Did you ever --- while

pillaring the north barrier, did you
have any --- experience any bounces
or hear of any bounces?

AL Little ones, as far as ---.

Q. Anything that would ever knock

you down or ---

A. Not that 1 recall.
Q.- --- blow a wall out or
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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anything? So you say you fTinished up
one day and came back and you were 1In

another section.

AL I took the weekend off. I had
a hydraulic class I had to be to
Monday, In the mine. I took Tuesday

off, come back Wednesday, Third North
section.

Q.- Okay. Did you ever go back to
the north mains --- or the north
barrier, 1 mean? No?

AL Uh-uh (no). I never went back
up there.

Q.- You see down there there was
an area where they stopped and then
began pillaring again.

A Here?

Q. Yes. You®"re referring to the
--- what are those numbers?

A. 137 to 135.

Q. 137 to 135 Crosscuts. Do you
have any i1dea why that was stopped

and restarted?

A That had to have been when |1
was off, because like I say, I was
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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--- 1 didn"t work for --- that would
have been five days I would have been
off.

Q- Okay. And that probably all

happened 1n five days.
A Yeah.
Q. Did you hear or know of any

reason why 1t was done?

AL I never even asked thenm,
really. I thought they were done up
there. I never really paid attention

to what crosscut we was at.
Q. Okay. Did you work 1n any

other areas of the mine?

AL Uh-huh (yes).
Q.- Where did you work at?
AL I worked 1In the south mains

section, ---

Q. Okay.
A. --- burrowed 1t out.
Q.- That would be the section on

the big map that was down between the
longwall panels?
A Yeah. And then 60s down that

way .
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Q.- Anything different in the

conditions between any of the places
that you worked 1n the mine? Was any
better or worse than others?

A In the south mains, I mean, as
far as coming out 1t was a little
better, when you first come from the

bottom out.

Q. Uh-huh (yes).
A Like 1 said, I mean, 1 didn"t
pillar a lot of this. And we wasn-"t

even there for very long, so to me it
gets better as you come out, I mean.
Q. Did you notice a difference

between the north and the south?

A Uh-uh (no).
Q.- To you, 1t was the same?
A . Right. Developing 1t up and

everything to me was the same.

Q.- Is 1t because you really were
outby most of the time?

A. I think so. I mean, I spent a
lot of time i1n there, you know, 1n
the mornings and stuff before the

crew got there and I never --- 1
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stuff, but nothing that, to me, ---
never felt unsafe iIn there at any
time.

Q. Okay. While you were ---
let"s say 1n the previous three or
four months from --- let"s go back
three months or so. Have you ever
heard of any bounces that did cause
damage or thrown coal or knocked
people down or anything like --- a

big bounce?

50

A No, not really.
Q. Okay.
A I mean, 1 seen 1t blow a guy”®s

hardhat off, I mean, but that was

from air, you know.

Q. When was that?

A A couple months ago, 1
believe.

Q. Where was 1t at?

AL When we first started
pillaring this out. I"m not that

sure on dates, but just a little

cave.
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Q. Was 1t from the cave? It was
from the ---72
A. Yeah, 1t was from the cave.

It came back a ways.
Q- It was from the fTirst fall

when you started your pillar line?

A Yeah.

Q. Okay. It wasn®"t a bounce?

A No, it"s normal. Most days,
that®"s a bounce. To me, that"s jJust
the top.

MR. O"DONNELL:

51

Why don"t we take about

a ten-minute break to see 1Tt
my counterparts here have any
additional questions. We="11
take a ten-minute break.
Thank you.

SHORT BREAK TAKEN

BY MR. O"DONNELL:

Q- Just a couple clarifying
questions. When you worked on the
scoop, where did you work on the

scoop at?

AL It would have been between 138
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and 137.

Q.- In what entry?

A. Number One entry.

Q.- So 1t wasn®"t at the scoop

charger?
AL No . It was
scoop charger.
Q.- Okay. I see.

finished working on

right past the

And when you

the scoop for the

day, whether 1t was finished or not,
I think you said 1t was not, ---

AL It was not.

Q. --- where did you park 1t at?
A It was still parked there,
would not even run.

Q- Okay. Same location?

A . Pretty sure.

Q. How many feet of miner cable

do you have on the miner?

A 1

would be my guess.

would probably say 800 feet,

Q. And what about the shuttle
cars?
A I"m not positive on the

shuttle car.

Probably 700 feet,
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maybe.
Q. That®"s on the reel?
A. Yeah. Not for sure, positive.

That"s from where they take them from

the transformer to anchor them and

then ---.

Q. So a total of?

A . Right. Probably totaled 700
feet, 1 believe.

Q.- Okay. I have a map over here.

We"re still not clear on exactly how
these cuts were taken on the barrier
the day that you were up there. You
had two cuts you referred to that
they took?

A That"s all I knew of.

Q.- IT you could, could you draw
with the 1nk pen on how you took

those cuts, the first one?

A I believe they took 1t 1In
here, I mean, take your cut.
Q.- Okay. So you"re referring to

the barrier between 142 and 141 ---

A I believe that"s what 1t 1s.
Q. --- off of Number One entry?
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.

(814) 536-8908




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Now, you drew a line 1n here and |1
remember you said that 1t was 35

feet; 1s that right?

A Yeah.

Q. Now, ---.

AL Approximately 35 feet.

Q.- The miner i1s about ten feet

wide, right, roughly?
A Ten (10), 12 fTeet.

54

Q.- So this cut that you took, was

it a single miner pass, a ten-foot-

wide pass?

A Yeah. They would just take 1t

in. I believe so. Like 1 said, 1
didn"t stand up there and watch them
mine the whole thing. I*d go up,
they"d be making their cut.

Q.- And the next cut, you said
that 1t cut 1Into 1t, the next one,
they left a fender?

A They would leave their stump

like they always do and then go 1in

and cut 1t out. I mean, I seen what

they was doing. I never --- like 1

said, 1 never stood there and
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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watched ---.
Q.- Was 1t one straight pass or
did they come 1n and turn?
A. I believe he just took 1t
straitght 1n, then he turns 1t and
comes 1In with 1t.
Q. And he would cut 1nto the
other one?
A. Yeah, break i1t through.
Q.- So 1t would be more like that

(indicating)?

A Yeah, leave the stump.
Q.- He*"d leave the stump and he
would cut 1into this. And this 1s

also a single miner pass?

A Uh-huh (yes).

Q.- And what about when he would
come over here for the next one?
Don®"t know?

A I left. They were training
this miner operator.

Q.- When would you say that the
second lIi1ft cut through the fender to
the other lift that was taken? Was

it at the middle or was 1t at the
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end, like a pile?
A. Yeah, probably like a pile.
He"d break 1t through and then back
up and take his coal and be done.
Q.- He would cut 1t through, pull
it through here and then he would

back up and what, take more coal

here?
A IT he could. IT he left any
coal, he would take --- he"d shave i1t

off, you know, then leave the stump,
make his stump.
Q- Something like that
(indicating)?
AL Yeah.

MR. BAXTER:

Can you label those one
and two, the first mark you
made and the second?

WITNESS COMPLIES
MR. BAXTER:

And we"d like to mark
this as Stansfield Exhibit
Three, please.

(Stansfield Exhibit
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Three marked for
identification.)
A To my knowledge, that®"s what |1
understand how they were doing 1t.
But like 1 said, I never stood there
and watched them make a full cut.

BY MR. O"DONNELL:

Q. Okay.

A I never stayed there.

Q. But you had seen 1t done
before?

A Watched them start cutting it,
pull back up. They was moving.

Started cutting 1t again.

Q. Did you ever see any evidence
of bounces that happened on other
shifts where you could see out over a
coal pillar?

A. A little bit on this --- up

here somewhere.

Q. Which one was i1t?
A. I don"t remember which pillar
it was. It would have been 1n here

somewhere.

Q. Could you just draw a circle
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around that?
WITNESS COMPLIES
MR. O"DONNELL:

And he®"s referring
to ---.
A I"m going to circle through
here because I"m not quite
positive ---.

BY MR. O"DONNELL:

Q. It s somewhere around 142,
143, between Two and Three, those
blocks up there?

A They took part of the pillar.
Q. Tell me about that. Could you
see out over the block?

A. Not the whole thing but part

of 1t you could.

Q. Have you ever seen that
before?
A . That was the Ffirst I had ever

seen anything like that.

Q. Well, how did you know about

it?

A. Just went up there.

Q.- Did someone tell you, hey,
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.

(814) 536-8908




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

59

look at this or ---7°
AL I Just remembered because |
didn"t see no buggies come. I mean,

as a mechanic, you go up to see 1f
they"re down or whatnot. I had just

walked up there.

Q- Did 1t happen on your shift?
A Uh-uh (no).
Q. How far away from the roof was

the pillar?

A Maybe two feet.

Q. Two feet?

A Foot and a half, two feet.

Q. Was coal blowing out from 1t?
A A little bit 1nto the next
entry.

Q. And the next entry would be

the Number Three entry?
A Would have been, yeah. well,

between 142 and 141, there.

Q. Between 142 and 141 in what
entry?
A It would have been between

Number Two and Number Three.

Q. Between Number Two and Three.

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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Was the coal thrown into the entry?
AL Yeah, but I mean, 1t was still
accessible and you could still get
through 1f you had to go through
there.

Q.- Uh-huh (yes). Did anybody
tell you how that happened?

A . I went and looked at 1t,
watched them and left again. I never
stayed up there and watched them mine
coal. That wasn"t my job.

Q.- So you thought --- that had
been the first time you saw something

like that?

A Yes. I knew 1t wasn"t right.
Q. Did it scare you?

AL No .

Q- No? Okay .

A It looked litke 1t was more

sloughage than anything to me.

Q. Was 1t flat?

AL I never paid that much
attention to see 1f 1t was flat or
not.

Q.- Okay. We covered your mining

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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get a lot of training as an
electrician?

A And mechanical, yeah.

Q. What about annual retraining,

do you also have to attend that?
A Uh-huh (yes).

Q- And when was your last time
that you did that?

A . I believe ours was 1n

December.

Q.- Okay. Where do you go for
that?
A We done ours at the mine

because they needed some guys there

that day. So when they went to the

61

college, we done ours at the mine the

following week.
Q. Have you ever had to don an

SCSR 1n the mine?

A Yes. Like as far as practice
or ---7°

Q. Both.

AL I practiced. Never had to don

one 1In a situation.
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breathing apparatus in the mine?
Have you ever seen anyone have to

one on?
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put

A. As far as an emergency, no.

Q- Okay.
MR. O"DONNELL:

Can we go off the
record jJust one second?
OFF RECORD DISCUSSION
MR. BAXTER:

We"ll just clarifty

exhibits. The second map

the

that

was previously shown relating

to the August 16th rescue 1s
marked as Exhibit Two. And
the final map, which the
witness was just addressing,
iIs marked as Exhibit Three.
BY MR. O"DONNELL:
Q.- Darwon, has anyone --- have
you given a written statement or an
interview to anyone before this
interview regarding the accident?
A Talked to MSHA on the 16th,
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that night. They jJjust asked me what
happened. I told them where 1 was
at. And that"s where they left that
at. Then 1 have not talked to
nobody.

ATTORNEY RAJKOVICH:

Other than me.
A . Other than Marco.

BY MR. O"DONNELL:

Q. Okay. Has anyone offered you
anything or made a promise to you 1in
exchange for you to appear here or
not appear here?
AL No .
Q. Do you have anything you-©d
like to add that may be relevant to
our 1nvestigation?
AL No .

MR. O"DONNELL:

On behalf of MSHA, 1°d
like to thank you for
appearing and answering our
questions today. Your
cooperation IS very iImportant

to the 1nvestigation as we
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work to determine the cause of
the accident.

We ask that you not
discuss your testimony with
any person who may have
already been interviewed or
who may be iInterviewed in the
future. This will ensure that
we obtain everyone-®s
independent recollection of
the events surrounding the
accident.

After questioning other
witnesses, we may call you if
we have any other follow-up
questions that we feel we may
need to ask you. IT at any
time you have additional
information regarding the
accident that you would like
to provide us, jJust contact us
at the contact 1nformation
that we gave you.

The Mine Act provides

certain protections to miners
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who provide information to
MSHA and, as a result, are
treated adversely. IT at any
time you believe that you have
been treated unfairly because
of your cooperation in this
investigation, you should
immediately notify MSHA.

IT you wish, you may go
back over any answer that
you®"ve given us during the
interview, and you could also

make a statement at this time.

A I don®"t think so.

MR. O"DONNELL:

Again, I1*"d like to
thank you for your cooperation
today. We appreciate you
coming forward. Good luck to
you.

e
STATEMENT UNDER OATH
CONCLUDED AT 3:34 P.M.
e
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