STATEMENT UNDER OATH
OF
JASON LYNN FURRH

Taken pursuant to Notice by Richard
J. Lipuma, CCR, a Court Reporter and
Notary Public in and for the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, at the
Southeastern Utah Association of
Governments, 375 South Carbon Avenue,
Price, Utah, on Wednesday,

October 31, 2007 beginning at 3:02

p.-m.

Any reproduction of this transcript
IS prohibited without authorization
by the certifying agency.
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.

(814) 536-8908




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

AP P E A RANTZCE S

JOSEPH O"DONNELL, JR.

Mine Safety & Health Administration
Surte 2231

1100 Wilson Boulevard

Arlington, VA 22209

SHERRIE HAYASHI

State of Utah, Labor Commission
160 East 300 South

3rd Floor

P.O. Box 146600

Salt Lake City, UT 84114-6600

THOMAS C. MEANS, ESQUIRE
Crowell & Moring, L.L.P.
1001 Pennsylvania Avenue, Northwest

Washington, DC 20004-2595

TIM WATKINS
Mine Safety & Health Administration
100 Fae Ramsey Lane

Pikeville, KY 41501

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

AP P E ARANTZ CE S (cont.)

GARY SMITH
Mine, Safety & Health Administration
619 Paintersville Road

Hunker, PA 15639

THOMAS MORLEY
Mine Safety & Health Administration
Industrial Park Drive

Triadelphia, WV 26059

RICHARD A. GATES

U.S. Department of Labor
District Manager, District 11
135 Gemini Circle

Surte 213

Birmingham, AL 35209

ALSO PRESENT:

Kelly C. Kirkwood, Notary Public

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

INDEX

INTRODUCTION 6 - 10
WITNESS: JASON LYNN FURRH
QUESTIONS
By Mr. O"Donnell 10 - 84
CONCLUDING REMARKS 84 - 86
CERTIFICATE 87
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.

(814) 536-8908




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

EXHIBIT PAGE

PAGE
NUMBER DESCRIPTION IDENTIFIED
One Map 20
Two Map 48

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

P R OCEETDTI NG S

MR. O"DONNELL:

My name 1s Joe
O"Donnell. I"m an accident
investigator with the Mine
Safety & Health Administration
(MSHA), an agency of the
United States Department of
Labor. With me i1s Sherrie
Hayashi, with the Utah
Commission of Labor. We"l1ll be
conducting the questioning
today.

I, together with other
government i1nvestigators and
specialists, have been
assigned to Investigate the
conditions, events and
circumstances surrounding the
fatalities that occurred at
the Crandall Canyon Mine 1i1n
Utah 1n August 2007. The
investigation 1s being

conducted by MSHA under

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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Section 103(a) of the Federal
Mine Safety & Health Act and
the Utah Commission of Labor.
We appreciate your assistance
in this 1nvestigation.

After the i1nvestigation
is complete, MSHA will issue a
public report detailing the
nature and causes of the
fatalities 1n the hope that
greater awareness about the
causes of accidents can reduce
their occurrence i1n the
future. Information obtained
through witness i1Interviews 1s
frequently 1ncluded 1n these
reports. Your statement may
also be used 1n other
proceedings.

You may have a personal
representative present during
the taking of this statement
and may consult with the
representative at any time.

Your statement 1s completely

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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voluntary. You may refuse to
answer any question. You can
terminate the 1Interview at any
time. At any time you want to
take a break, Jjust let us

know. Since this 1Is not an

adversarial proceeding, formal
cross-examination will not be
permitted; however, your
representative may ask
clarifying questions as
appropriate.

A court reporter will
record your iInterview, soO
please speak loudly and
clearly. IfT you don*"t
understand a question, just
ask me and 1°11 rephrase 1t.
Please answer each question as
fully as you can, i1ncluding
any i1nformation that youT"ve
learned from someone else.

And 1*"d like to thank
you 1n advance for your

appearance here today. We

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908
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appreciate your assistance 1n
this Investigation. Your

cal 1n

cooperation 1s crit

making the nation®s mines
safer.

After we fTinish asking
questions, you"ll have an
opportunity to make a
statement and provide us with
any other information that you
believe to be important. And
1T at any time after the
interview you recall any

additional information that

you believe might be useful,

just contact Mr. Richard Gates

at the telephone number or

email address on this card.
Ms. Kirkwood, would you

swear in the witness, please?

MS. KIRKWOOD:

Please raise your right

JASON LYNN FURRH, HAVING FIRST BEEN

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.

(814) 536-8908




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

10
DULY SWORN, TESTIFIED AS FOLLOWS:

MR. O"DONNELL:

Ms. Kirkwood, are you
empowered as a notary iIn the
State of Utah?

MS. KIRKWOOD:

I am.

MR. O"DONNELL:

And when does your
commission expire?

MS. KIRKWOOD:

August 15th, 2008.
MR. O"DONNELL:

And have you sworn in
Mr. Furrh?

MS. KIRKWOOD:

Il have.

BY MR. O"DONNELL:

Q.- Would you please state your

full name and address for the record?

A Jason Lynn Furrh, ([ (@(@C)

(b) (7)(C)

(b) (7)(C)

Q.- Okay. Mr. Furrh, do you have

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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any questions about the interview

process as | described 1t?

A .
Q-

No .

Okay. And do you have a

personal representative with you

today?
A .

BY MR.

Yes.

MR. O"DONNELL:

And would your personal
representative 1dentify
himself by name and address.

ATTORNEY MEANS:

Yes. I*"m Thomas C.
Means from the firm Crowell &
Moring, LLP, Washington, DC.
And to clarify for the record,
as Mr. Furrh and 1 have
discussed, 1 am the company®s
attorney, not his personal
attorney. However, he has the
right to have anybody he wants
here with him, and 1"m here at
his request today.

O"DONNELL:

Are you aware that your

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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representative may have a conflict of
interest 1n representing you while
being provided by someone else, such
as the company?
A Yeah.

MR. O"DONNELL:

Okay. And Mr. Means,
would you state for the record
whether you also represent the
mine operator in these
matters.

ATTORNEY MEANS:

I represent the mine
operator.

MR. O"DONNELL:

Okay. Thank you.
BY MR. O"DONNELL:

Q. With this understanding, do
you still want this person as your
representative?

AL Yes.

Q.- Okay. Jason, are you

appearing here today voluntarily?

AL Yes.
Q- And how many years of mining
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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experience do you have?

AL Four-and-a-half.

Q- And were they all at Crandall
Canyon?

A No .

Q.- Where have you worked at

before? Just give me a brief
description of your employment

history, where you worked.

A Just In the mines?

Q.- Yeah, that®"s good.

A. I worked most of my time up at
Crandall. Before that, I worked six

months at Hidden Splendor, also known
as Horizon. And that"s where 1
started 1n the mines.

Q- So you had six months out of
the four years there. So you"ve had

three-and-a-half years at Crandall

Canyon?
A. Yeah.
Q.- Okay. What do you do at

Crandall Canyon?

A I was an electrician/mechanic.
Q. And how long did you have that
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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jJob?

ATTORNEY MEANS:

Let me ask a question
because my notes are bad or
--- unless 1 had
miscommunication. And 1t"s
not an I1mportant fact, but
let"s make sure we"re getting
the facts clearly out. I
believe you had said you had
four-and-a-half years-
experience In mining.

A Yeah.

ATTORNEY MEANS:

And then you said siXx
months at Hidden Splendor or
Horizon; correct?

A Yeah.

ATTORNEY MEANS:

And then he said so
three-and-a-half of your four
years was at Crandall Canyon,
and you said yes. Is that
correct?

AL Yeah, that"s what | answered.
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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Yeah. The numbers don"t match.

ATTORNEY MEANS:

So you need to pay
close attention to the
questions and make sure the
answers are correct.

MR. O"DONNELL:

It was my screw-up.

ATTORNEY MEANS:

How many years of
mining experience do you have?

A Four-and-a-half.

ATTORNEY MEANS:

Okay. And how much of
that time was at Crandall
Canyon?

AL I think the amount of time at
Crandall Canyon was probably --- 1"m
not sure where 1 switched mines. 1

don"t even remember the day 1

started, so I"m not sure.

ATTORNEY MEANS:

So would 1t be correct
to say you had about four

years at Crandall Canyon and

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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about six months at Hidden
Splendor? Is that ---7?
A Yeah.
ATTORNEY MEANS:

All right. Thanks.
I"m sorry, Joe.

MR. O"DONNELL:

That was my math error.
Sorry.

ATTORNEY MEANS:

Pay close attention.
Just because he repeats
something, you want to make
sure your answers are correct.

BY MR. O"DONNELL:

Q. Yeah. And 1f 1t isn"t like
that there, 1f I mess 1t up, say, no,
Joe. You can call me Joe, too. Say
it"s four years, okay. There®"s no
problem with that. We"re not trying
to trip you up. Have you been a

mechanic there the whole time?
A . No . When 1 started there 1
was Just a general laborer.

Q. And how long were you a

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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general laborer?
A I don"t know exactly. I don™t

want to give false ---.

Q. Just roughly. I mean,
it"s ---
A Roughly, probably a little

over a year.

Q.- Okay. And then did you just
bid a mechanic job?

A . Yeah. I went and asked thenm
ifT I could go out for maintenance.
Q- Okay. And 1s that the same
jJob you had on August the 5th, the
last --- the time before the
accident?

A I was on days off before the
5th. But August 6th was my Ffirst day

back, so, yes ---.

Q.- You were a section mechanic?
AL Yes.

Q.- Let"s talk about the last day
that you worked. You said you were
on your days off. Are you on the

four on/three off schedule?

A . Yes, that"s what we were on.

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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Q. Okay. And you had just spent
your ---7?

AL Three off.

Q. You were on your three off.

So when was the last day that you
would have worked?

AL Either the 3rd or the 2nd.
Q.- So 1t was like three days

before the 6th?

A Yeah, three days before the
6th.
Q. Okay. And what shift were you

on then?

A I don"t remember that.

Q.- Do you remember what you were
doing? Did you work 1n the section
that day?

A Yeah, 1 worked 1In the section.
Q. IT you can remember a little
bit about what you did that day, just
start off with what you did. You,
you know, went into the mine and what
your job was that day and try to
remember some of the events, where

you mined, what you did and when you

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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left. That®"s about 1t.

A. Went 1into the section, met up
with the other crew because we work
--- maintenance works 5:00 to 5:00,
and the crews work 7:00 to 7:00,
12-hour shifts. I overlap with the
previous crew that®"s going to cross-
shift to the new crew coming on for
two hours. So I usually just met up
with them and seen what was going on,

asked how the equipment was running

and serviced what 1 could while they
ran coal. Keep them running.
Q.- Okay. Do you ever run any of

the equipment, too, sometimes?

A No .

Q.- So you just --- did you have
anything broke down that day?

AL Not that 1 can remember.

Q.- Okay. So whenever things are
running good, you don®"t have anything
broke down, what do you usually do?
A. Work on mine permits, seeing
ifT I can get caught up on that. Then

I kind of help the crew out.

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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Q.- Okay. So did you help the

crew out that day?
A. Yeah. I remember helping the
crew that day.
Q. IfT 1 had to pull out a map, do
you think that 1t would jog your
memory and kind of --- | have a
smaller map. Maybe we could --- you
might be able to remember where you
guys were mining. Let"s take a look
at that map. Does 1t look familiar
to you? This 1s a map that we
reproduced from the AutoCAD fi1ile that
the company provided for us. And
Jason, do you recognize 1t as a map
of the section?
A Yes.

MR. O"DONNELL:

Okay. Let"s mark this
Furrh Exhibit One, please.
(Furrh Exhibit One
marked for
identification.)

BY MR. O"DONNELL:

Q. I have some colored pencils

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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there, too. If you would ---.
AL I don"t want to give any fTalse
information. I know we were fTurther

than this point right here.

Q. You mean you were 1nby?
A No . We were out. We had
pulled back further than this. And |

don"t remember where exactly we was
at when I had my days off. I know 1t

was Ffurther back than this, though.

Q. Maybe this will jog your
memory a little bit. Whenever you
were --- your last day that you

worked, do you remember what crosscut

the feeder was 1n?

A . Yes.
Q. Where was that at?
A 138 1t should have been. It

should have been right here.
Q- Could you mark that with a

colored pen? And we"re going to mark

that with the pink one. 138 crosscut

of Number Two entry. So that®"s where

the feeder --- now, ---.

A That"s where 1 remember it
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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being.
Q. Okay. And what about the
power center and the dinner hole,
where was that at?
A I don"t remember. I don™t

want to give any fTalse information.

Q- That"s all right.

A. I don"t want to guess.

Q- Now, here®"s what we"re doing
with this thing here. It"s jJust what
you can remember. IT you can"t
remember something, that®"s fine. But

1T you have like a general i1dea where
you think something might be, that"s
fine, too.

ATTORNEY MEANS:

But jJust be clear about
what 1t 1s.
A I think the kitchen was right
here. The belt line here and this
would be In this crosscut here.

BY MR. O"DONNELL:

Q- Okay. And that®"s 1n Number
137 crosscut, between Two and Three?

A . Yeah, 1 believe.

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Q. Now, so this was on --- this

was three days before the accident?

AL Yes.

Q.- Okay. And that"s where you
remember ---7

A That"s where 1 remember. It

could be ---.

Q.- Do you know where you were
mining up here?

A No, I don"t remember where we

were mining exactly.

Q. Were you ---7

A We were not mining in the
barrier. We were chewing on a
pillar.

Q.- Okay. So you weren"t mining

the barrier when you were up there?

A . No. We was 1n one of the
pillars. I don"t remember which one
Q. Okay.

A On my last day, yeah, we was

on a pillar.
Q. That"s fine. IT you don*"t
remember, you don"t remember. What

kind of help do you give them? Do

23
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you usually work on the MRS or ---7
A . Yeah, 1 work on the MRSs.
Every piece of equipment 1n there 1
have to ---.
Q.- I mean, did you --- were you
helping that day?
A . Oh, ---.

ATTORNEY MEANS:

As opposed to actually

doing the maintenance.

A Yeah. When 1 "m caught up and
they"re running and they call, 1 go
help them. They"1l drop the MRSs.

111 help them pull the cable back
and get them set back on the roof or
while they"re mining cable, 1711 help
the miner operator ---.

BY MR. O"DONNELL:

Q. It*s all good answers because
most mechanics would say they went
and sat in the dinner hole. Anyway,
so what about that shift do you

remember doing?

A . I remember specifically
helping the miner --- helping with
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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the miner cable.

Q. Helping with miner cable,
okay. And you say you were chewing
on a block. You weren"t iIn the

barrier?

A . Yeah, we were not 1In the
barrier. Il know that for sure.
Q- Let me ask you this. When

you"re pillaring, about how deep cuts
do you take?

A On the pillars?

Q. Yeah. Anywhere. What®"s your
usual depth of cut?

A Into the pillar, you mean

horizontally cut?

Q. Yeah.

A. Well, you try to get the whole
thing, but you slowly --- there®"s a
pillaring sequence, and I haven®t got
that memorized yet. There®"s a

certain way to cut them.

Q.- But you don"t operate the

miner?

A. No.

Q.- You jJust help drag cable?
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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A. I don"t know exactly where the
cuts are, no. I Just help them pull

cable.

Q- What about moving the MRS up?

AL Yeah. They run off remote and

usually the face boss or the miner
operator, they move --- they"l1l drop
them down, 1101 help unhook the cable
from the top.

Q.- So about how high was the
mining height there?

AL At least nine or ten feet. It
was pretty good.

Q- Do you know 1f the MRS had
extensions on 1t or 1f they were
taken off?

AL The canopies were off. We
have never used them i1in there.

Q. I"m talking about the

extensions.

A They go on the top?

Q. Yes.

A Yeah. We call them canopies.

Q. Okay.

A And they weren"t on. We don*"t
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.

(814) 536-8908




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

27

use them.

Q. You don®"t use them?

A. We weren"t using them.

Q.- Okay. Did you ever use them?
AL I never have since | worked
there, no. l"ve never seen thenm
used. I always wondered what they
were until I --- because |1 seen them

sitting 1n the crosscut In the mains,

and 1 was like, what are those,
so ---.
Q.- So everywhere you went 1n the

section 1t would reach the roof?

A Yeah.

Q- And 1t was how high?

AL I knew 1t was --- 1t was
pretty high. I mean, 1t varies so
much . I mean, you can pull back two
breaks and 1t will be lower. It"s
just on average --- I"m going to say

at least averaging nine or ten fTeet.

It was pretty high.

Q- What about taking bottom coal?

AL Yeah, we"d take bottom coal.

Q.- Where did they take bottom
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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coal?
A In the pillars. That"s the
place I seen 1t. I don"t know about

the barrier.

Q. Okay.
A I don"t know nothing ---.
Q. But 1t was iIn the miner cut

itself; 1s that right?

AL Yeah. They"d take bottom coal
as they"d go 1in and do what they
could to the pillar. And 1f there®s
enough left to the pillar standing
there, they"d take some bottom coal.
There was a lot of bottom coal there.
Q.- Jason, did they ever take coal

on the straights, ---

AL No .

Q. --- on the ---7°

A On the entries?

Q. Yeah.

AL No .

Q. Never?

AL No .

Q.- Is there a reason why?

A Well, that"s where --- that"s
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.

(814) 536-8908




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

our roadways. Well, 1 --- and like
ifT you tried to take the entry and
the MRSs are back here, 1f you take

the roadway away, you can"t get the

MRSs up.

MR. O"DONNELL:

Okay. I understand.

ATTORNEY MEANS:

Can I ask a
clarification? I didn*™t
understand. You said i1t, but
I didn®"t catch 1t. You said

you took bottom coal from the

pillars.
A Yeah.
ATTORNEY MEANS:

Did you say you didn*"t

take 1t from the barrier or

you don"t know?

A I don"t know 1f they were
taking 1t In the barrier. Il don™"t
know.

BY MR. O"DONNELL:

Q.- So the last day you worked

29

there, did you spend a lot of time at
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the face or ---7?
A Yeah, 1 --- especially pulling
pillars. I like to be as close to

the face as possible because 1 kind
of was an action junkie. Not

anymore.

Q. Did you have any action that
day?
AL It"s always good action when

you"re pulling the pillars.

It°s ---.

Q. It was rocking and rolling?
AL Yeah.

Q.- Did you have any bounces?

A Always when you pull pillars.

When you start taking that pillar
away, 1t bounces.

Q.- What about when you drive 1t,
do you ever get a bounce when you
drive 1t?

A Not lIitke when you©"re
pillaring, no.

Q. But you do sometimes?

A Yeah, sometimes. Not near

like when you®"re pulling pillars.

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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But occasionally when you"re driving
you get bounces, not near as big
either.

Q. Okay. For the record, so we
understand what you mean when you
talk about a bounce, what®"s a bounce?
A I don"t know the exact
terminology for 1t.

Q. What you would define 1t as.

I mean, there®"s no clearcut
definition.

A I would define 1t as when
they"re mining and the rock above you
is settling because you®"re taking out
cavity 1n the mountain, and 1t just
settles and 1t cracks and pops.
That"s what 1 think. I don®"t know

the exact terminology of i1t.

Q. Can you feel 1t?

AL Sometimes.

Q- Can you hear 1t?

AL Oh, you can definitely hear

it.

Q.- And does 1t throw coal?

A Not when you"re developing.
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There was a few times I"ve been up by
the miner that I can remember and 1t

blew out and threw coal, yes.

Q.- When you were pulling?

A. When you®"re pulling pillars,
yes.

Q. Oh, okay.

A. Not developing.

Q.- What about bottom heave, do

you get much bottom heave?

A. Not a lot, no.
Q.- But do you get some?
A Very little. And 1t"s slow.

It"s not like 1t bounces and comes

up - One day you"ll be walking
through the entry and 1t will be
smooth, and then the next day 1t will
be up. You®"ll see little heaves 1iIn
the road, just little ones.

Q.- Do you remember some of the
locations where you had that happen?
Was 1t more in one area than another?
A I wouldn"t remember that.

Q. What about getting equipment

stuck because the bottom got soft

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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from heaving and you had to ---?
A That never happened on any of

my shifts.

Q- Okay.
AL We never got any equipment
stuck from the bottom heaving. Not

on my rotations.

Q.- You talked about a bounce.

Was there ever an occasion where you
saw one that had hit or saw it
personally or after i1t had hit where
it separated from --- the pillar from
the roof, where there was a space
created? Do you ever remember that

happening?

A . Yeah.
Q. Where would ---7
A . That was 1In the other --- the

top section that we pulled out of.

Q- Oh, that was up here i1n the
north?
A . Yes. That was when we had

that really bad bounce.

Q.- Okay. We"l1ll talk about that
in a little bit because 1 want to
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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just try to get ---.

A. But not here. Only after
August 6th, way back here, when we
was trying to get 1n --- well, not
even then, really. That was just a
little bit of rock had fell from the
top six 1nches.

Q. I"m talking about where there
was a separation between the top of
the pillar and the roof rock.

A I never seen that 1In here, 1iIn

this section.

Q.- Okay. You said you liked to
see --- you liked to be where the
action 1s at. Is --- did the action

ever get too exciting where it
bothered you?

AL No . No, not bothered me
anyway where 1 wanted to leave, no.
Q- Do you know 1f 1t bothered
anyone else to a point where they
said, 1 don"t want to work up there
anymore?

A No, 1 don®"t know anybody that

felt that way.
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Q. I*"m not just talking about

your crew. I*"m talking about anybody
in the mine.

A . Not before this. Not before
August 6th, no.

Q.- Okay. So you said you were
the mechanic the entire time that you
were developing the south mains

barrier two, also; right?

A No, this barrier was already
pre-existing. It was --- we jJust
started --- we came 1In here and just

started right i1n here.

Q. That®"s what 1 meant.

A Yeah.

Q.- Yeah, you drove 1t?

A Yeah, we drove 1t.

Q- When you were driving that,

did you notice anything any time 1in
any specific areas where 1t started
to load up and get heavy?

A Yeah. It got heavy almost in
the same exact place 1t did on the
top section 1s where 1 fTeel. I don™t

remember exact crosscuts or nothing,
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but 1 want to say in the high 20s.
Q- The high 20s to where?
A It was only for like two or

three breaks that 1t was heavier than

normal . That"s where our cover was
higher.

Q. Okay.

AL We had more cover there, and

then you went through and it got
light, the cover.

Q- So you noticed 1t going
through the deep cover areas?

AL Uh-huh (yes). Yes.

Q.- And then as you got out of it,
it got better?

AL Uh-huh (yes).

Q.- Okay. What about In the north
barrier pillar, did you develop that
also? That would be this area of the
mine, in the north barrier?

A This 1s the one we pulled out
of right here.

Q. Yes. Did you drive that entry
also, that --- not entry. Did you

drive those entries?
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A . Yes.

Q.- Okay. Let"s talk about when
you developed that compared to when

you developed the south barrier.

AL It was almost the same.
Q- Same, meaning that ---7?
A As far as conditions driving

in, 1t was you could almost say
identical. I mean, 1t was --- you
have the same scenario up there as we
did down here, I mean, as far as the
activity of the mine while you~“re
driving these entries 1n.

Q.- So you"re saying that 1t got
heavy 1n the deep cover areas also?
A Yeah, 1t did. Well, 1 don-"t
remember that 1in the top section, 1f
it got heavy.

Q. Okay.

AL But that®"s about the same
place, because like we pulled clear
to here, and that®"s when that big

bounce happened.

Q. I"m going to come back to that
one. But when you started the ---
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you drove the section and you stopped
because obviously you couldn*®t

get --- why couldn®t you go any
further there?

A It had a lot of water. We hit
water somewhere 1n these entries, an
aqguifer coming up from the ground.
And 1t was getting hard to mine
because we had a lot of water. And
it was almost close to where they
wanted to be anyways. I think they
wanted to go to 160, so we stopped
shy two breaks just --- we were ready
to get some coal.

Q.- What about the roof
conditions? Did they deteriorate?

A No . It was the same.

Q- Where was the water coming

from? Was 1t the roof?

A The ground.

Q. The ground?

A The ground and the roof both.

Q.- Through cracks or bolt holes?

A . Cracks.

Q. Okay. And the decision was
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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made to stop?

AL Yeah. And water was also
coming out of the bolt holes.

Q.- Okay. What about when you
started pillaring the north barrier
pillar, what was that like?

AL Pretty normal until we had

that big bounce back there.

Q.- Okay. So were you 1n the
section ---7 Let"s go back to the
time around when --- when did that
happen?

A It happened my way i1n the
mine. I don"t remember exactly where
the kitchen was, but I was dragging
in the section and all --- 1t was

like they were ---.

ATTORNEY MEANS:

Heading In to come to

work?
A. I was heading In to come to
work.
ATTORNEY MEANS:
You were an oncoming
shift?
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A Yes, I was oncoming.

BY MR. O"DONNELL:

Q. So there was already a crew 1in
there?

AL Yeah.

Q.- Okay. So go ahead, tell me

about 1t.

A And I was just headed 1n and
you heard the bounce and felt it and
it was like three big ones. And 1
got out of the truck and 1t was just
dusty. I walked past the kitchen and
there was debris everywhere. It was
a pretty bad bounce.

Q- Tell me everything that you
can remember about that.

A It was really dusty, hard to
see. I tried to find the crew, make
sure everybody was all right.
Everybody was all right at the miner.
It Just blew the coal out of the side
of the pillars, filled the entries

Tfull of coal and broke timbers in

half. Some of the equipment was
buried. But everybody was okay.
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Q- Do you know where the crew was
at when 1t happened? What were they
doing? They were getting ready for
the shift change, obviously; right?
A No . We hot seat, so they were
--- you mine coal until the last
minute, and then the other crew comes
on and you trade right then. You
don"t --- try to keep the constant

mining of coal, so ---.

Q. Okay.

A. I don"t remember exactly where
the crew was. I know that there was
the --- there was a miner operator
and the miner operator helper. They
were at the miner, but 1 don"t know
where the miner was at. I don™t

remember that.

Q- Okay.

A. But everybody was at their ---
what they were supposed to be doing,
at their job.

Q. So where did you meet the
guys? You said 1t was pretty dusty.

Did you jJjust stop there?
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A I went past the kitchen, 1nto

the dust, and ---.

Q. You were on foot at this time?
A Yes, on foot. And I met one
guy 1n the 1ntersection, and he was
headed for the scoop, to try to clean
up, and they were starting to get
ready to clean up.

Q.- Did you talk to anybody? I
mean, here®"s an event that happened
that"s out of the ordinary. I mean,
the crew gets together because you
were hot seating. What was the
discussion?

AL I don"t remember what the face

bosses talked about when they got

there. I was up there trying to
help.
Q.- What did you talk to your

buddies about?

AL It was a good bounce. It was

crazy. It was ---.

Q. Scary?

AL Yeah.

Q.- Did everybody kind of hang and
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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say, what are we going to do, or what
was ---7?

A I remember --- 1 don™t
remember exactly what people talked
about, but 1 know the scenario that
was going on. They were getting ---
the on shift was coming on, so they
stopped mining and started cleaning
up, picking up the broken timbers,
trying to get the miner cable
situated because 1t threw 1t
everywhere, knotted 1t all up, buried
it, get the equipment out. And then
the other crew come i1in and they were
going to work on cleaning out the
crosscuts with the miner, all that
coal that blew out and filled the
entries up.

And we was doing that, and
then the shift foreman came and
looked and seen how bad 1t was and
said, everybody back out of here. I
only want you to go in there 1f you
timber 1n. Get everybody out. And

he said he was going to call some
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people above him to see what they

want to do.

Q. You"re talking about who?
A The shift foreman was Phillip
Cox. He came 1n and looked and ---.

ATTORNEY MEANS:

So he was the oncoming
shift foreman?
A No . Well, yeah, he was our
shift --- he was on my rotation.

BY MR. O"DONNELL:

Q- On your shift.

A But he --- like 1 saird we get
there at 5:00, he didn®"t get there
until like ---.

Q. So this was at 5:00 1n the

morning?

A That that happened? No .
Q.- No? You were going in at 5:00
in the morning or ---7

ATTORNEY MEANS:

That"s a good thing.
Let"s clarify that. You were
coming on as the mechanic at

5:00, ---
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A . But I don"t remember 1f it

was ---.

ATTORNEY MEANS:

--—- prior to the
oncoming crew?
AL Uh-huh (yes).
ATTORNEY MEANS:

Okay .
AL Uh-huh (yes). I don™t
remember 1f 1t was 5:00 in the
morning or 5:00 1n the evening
because on 12-hour shifts we rotate
every two weeks, and I don*"t
remember. Working half a day, 1
don"t remember 1f 1t was morning oOr
evening.

BY MR. O"DONNELL:

Q.- Was cleanup --- well,
obviously, whenever you were coming
into the section, 1t had just
occurred?

A Uh-huh (yes).

Q- And the other crew was trying
to figure out what had happened and

what equipment --- did you know
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equipment was buried?

A The scoop was buried pretty
good. And the cars --- there was
enough coal around them. They were
kind of stuck. They had to hook the

scoop on to them and the other car
and kind of pull them out and get
them out of the way so we could clean
the crosscuts out.

ATTORNEY MEANS:

You said the scoop was
buried pretty good?
A Yeah, 1t was buried pretty
good.
BY MR. O"DONNELL:

Q.- What about the MRS?

AL No . The MRSs were --- and the
miner was okay. The bounce was

not ---.

Q.- Do you remember --- do you

know what, let"s use a green pen
there and 1f you can remember what
entries were fTilled up.

A This was the last bit of the

mine before we had to pull out.
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Q. Well, let me ask you this.

Let"s Just back up a little bit.
Mining had --- you left these blocks;

is that right?

AL Yeah. And that was a bad
1dea.

Q.- Well, let me ask you this
question, too. Which shifts were you

on? Where were you at 1In your

rotation with the four-ons and ---7?
A . Il don"t --- 1 don"t know the
answer to that. Il don"t remember.

That was a long time ago.

Q.- Do you remember stopping here
and leaving the blocks?

AL I do know I wasn®"t on shift at
the --- when these --- 1 come back
and they had skipped.

Q.- Okay. Do you know why they
stopped here and went here?

A. I don"t know exactly why, but
I know that was floating around.

Q.- What was floating around?

A That the top got bad, got real

heavy as you worked.
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Q.- It didn"t bounce again, or 1t
did bounce again?

A No .

Q.- Okay. So now, you®"re coming
in the shift, 1t bounces ---.

MR. O"DONNELL:

Do we have a smaller
map of this? Let me get the
other map. We"ll mark this
Furrh Exhibit Two.

(Furrh Exhibit Two

marked for

identification.)

BY MR. O"DONNELL:

Q- So you come 1In the section.
Do you recognize this as the --- this

iIs Just a blow down of the same thing

there. And you said you were mining
in this area. That"s between 135 and
134, 133 ---7

AL I don"t remember where they
were mining exactly. When 1 came 1in
and 1t bounced, I was trying to find

people and make sure everybody”®s

okay.

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

49

Q.- So where was the equipment at,
ifT you can remember?

A I don"t remember where the
mine was at, but obviously according
to this map, we hadn"t made 1t to
this pillar yet. And 1 do

remember ---.

Q. This pillar 1s the middle
pillar?

ATTORNEY MEANS:

To be clear, you"re not
telling us right, Jason, or
are you, what you actually
remember? You"re going by
what®"s on this map and
reasoning from that, 1s that
what you®"re telling us?

A Yeah, 1 don"t know 1f that"s
the exact where we were mining when 1
come on. I don®"t know. But
according to the map, that"s what 1t
shows.

BY MR. O"DONNELL:

Q.- Okay. Because this 1s a map

that we got from the coal company, soO
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this 1s their reproduction.
A I do remember that, 1f this

map IS correct, that these entries

here ---.
Q- Yeah, mark them in with the
green. You"re 1n the 133

crosscut ---

A Uh-huh (yes).

Q. -—-- Number Two and Three.

Just draw the green line where
everything was filled i1n.

A The Intersections were pretty
cleaned, but 1t was in between the
pillars that were bad.

Q. Okay.

AL Just fTilled. I don"t remember
this one.

Q.- Okay. That"s good. And where
would those MRS be then, 1f this
entry was filled?

A I don"t know how they set the
MRSs 1n the pattern, how they use
them and the --- my being on
maintenance, |1 don"t get 1nto the

procedure of cutting the coal. I
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don"t know that.

Q.- What about the ventilation

controls? Did 1t knock any stoppings

out?

AL Yes.

Q. Do you remember which ones?
A I know this one for sure.

Q.- This one. Could you draw

a --- with the 1nk pen, jJust draw a
circle around 1t. That would be the

stopping in 133 between Number Three
and Number Four. Is that the only
one that you knew of?

A That"s the only one that I can
--- yeah, that"s the only one that |1
know that was for sure. There was
others that were damaged.

Q.- Well, before you got started
with the cleanup that you were
talking about, were the ventilation
controls fixed first?

AL That"s what --- we couldn®™t
get to them to fix them because of
the coal. We had to try and crawl

over the coal and foam pack the holes
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in what we could 1n order to get the
ventilation right before we ---.

Q. So the short fix was to put up
curtain?

A Yeah, we put up curtain. And
we could --- like I said, we crawled
over the coal, and what holes we
could see In the stoppings, they was
spring going out.

Q.- So what were you going to use
to --- what was the primary means to

clean up with??

A . A miner and a buggy.-
Q. Okay. You said that the
buggies were --- had coal up around

them, miner had coal.

A . Yeah, and the coal 1n between
the crosscuts had filled up, and they
couldn®"t drive over 1t without ---
they would have got stuck.

Q.- So 1f you were going 1In, your
shift, whether 1t was 5:00 a.m. or
5:00 p-m., whenever 1t was, how long
did 1t take you to get 1nto the

section?
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A Not long, maybe a couple
minutes from the time 1 parked my

truck, walked through the

kitchen ---.

Q. No, no. From the time you got
out --- from the outside to the
inside

AL I can"t give you ---

Q- Twenty (20) minutes?

AL --- an answer on that because
I had a toolbox outby and 1 stopped
there. It depends on 1f 1 went down

and filled up the truck with TfTuel
that day or had to get oil to bring
into the section. I don"t remember
those things, so ---.

ATTORNEY MEANS:

Can I ask a clarifying
question? I think you said,
Jason, that you cleaned up

with the miner and the buggy;

right?
AL Uh-huh (yes).
ATTORNEY MEANS:
And then Joe was asking
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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you about that. And did you

say that there was coal around
them? Before, you said that
the miner was not buried, but
the scoop was buried. I want
to be sure what you®"re saying
about the miner and the buggy.
You cleaned up with them, but
did they --- they weren-®t
buried; right?

The buggies weren®"t buried,

no. There was enough coal that they

were stuck ---.

ATTORNEY MEANS:

Oh, stuck because the
coal was around them.
Yeah, yeah. We have ---.

ATTORNEY MEANS:

And the miner similarly

A .
or not?
A . No.
BY MR. O"DONNELL:
Q.

Do you remember where the

miner was parked?

AL

Il don"t remember where the
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miner was parked, no.
Q.- So you could pull the miner

out without having to clean i1t up?

A I don"t know that either
because 1 was doing other things when
they brought the miner up. I don™t

know where the miner was at or where

they ---.
Q.- So 1t takes you 20 minutes or
so to get in the section. You get 1n

the section, the bounce happens;
right?
A It happened on my way 1n. |

was still in the truck.

Q. Okay. You felt 1t, heard 1t?
A. It popped my ears.

Q. You saw the dust?

AL Uh-huh (yes). I saw the dust
coming.

Q. Now, how long did i1t take you

to get the equipment ready to load
the debris up?

A Not long. Actually, the other
crew that was about done with their

shift, they actually had got the
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equipment unstuck and ready to run.
Q. It did?

A And getting ready for --- to
start cleaning up, yeah.

Q. Okay. So that happened. Now,
what did you do your whole shift?

A Well, trying to get the
crosscuts cleaned out. I remember

standing there for quite a while

watching them load the --- just
watching them load cars. There 1 was
kind of --- trying to see what we had

to work with.

Q. Was 1t all shift?
AL That 1 --- no. We was doing
that for --- 1 can"t --- 1 don"t know

the exact amount of time we were
doing that for. We was cleaning out
crosscuts with the miner and the
buggy. And then that®"s when the
shift foreman came 1n, didn"t like
what he saw, didn"t like the
conditions, and told us to get outby
the kitchen, and he®"s going to call

whoever he had to talk to, to find
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out what they wanted to do.
Q. Did you have all the coal

cleaned up?

A No, we didn"t. IT I remember,
I was --- they were loading that 1n
between --- 1n Crosscut 133.

Q.- Was that between Three and

Four? Where was that at?

AL This was --- 1 don"t remember
the numbers of the pillars, but 1t
was right here. We were cleaning out
this right here, loading the buggy
right here.

Q.- So that was 1In the crosscut of
Number Three then, going from Three

to Four i1n 13372

A . Oh, 133°? No .
Q. No?
A I don®"t understand the way

your numbers are going.
Q. Those are the crosscut ---7

ATTORNEY MEANS:

133 crosscut?
AL Yeah, 133 crosscut. Yeah.

That"s where they were cleaning up.
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BY MR. O"DONNELL:

Q- Okay. So was 1t before lunch?
AL I don"t remember that either.
Q.- A couple of hours of cleaning
up?

A Yeah, we cleaned up for a

couple of hours.

Q. Did you? Okay.

AL There was a lot of coal to
clean up.

Q. As a mechanic, what kind of
equipment did you have to work on as
a result of damage done from the
bounce?

A Nothing.

Q. Nothing? You accounted for

all the equipment?

A Uh-huh (yes).

Q. Okay.

AL Well, 1 never went to the MRSs
that day.

Q.- Do you ever remember seeing
them?

A No, I don"t remember seeing

them that day either.
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Q.- So would you say that they

were probably inby somewhere?

AL Yeah, they would have to be
because 1 was all out here and |1
never --- | didn"t see them. 1
didn"t go to them. It wasn"t in the
usual --- 1t was a different state of

mind that day because of what

happened. So ---.

Q.- So they were cleaning up to
them?

A They changed up, yeah. No, we
weren"t clean up to them. No . We

was cleaning out these crosscuts
here. The MRSs had to be back here
or inby further. This all where we
was cleaning up, they hadn®"t even

started mining on these pillars yet.

Q.- So you hadn®"t got to the MRS
yet?
A. No. No, I know that they

weren"t here 1n this.

Q. No.

AL No .

Q- They were on the straights?
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A Yeah, they had --- I don"t
know that. I don"t know where they
were .

Q.- Okay. But you didn"t see them

outby anywhere?

A No .

Q- Okay. So ---.

A They were i1n there.

Q.- Did the section make any noise
after the initial --- you said 1t hit

three times?

A That"s what 1 was told. |
don"t know for sure. I know when 1
was coming in the truck, my ears
popped. But 1 was told by the crew
that 1t had bounced approximately

three times right fast, boom, boom,

boom.

Q.- Just hammered together?

AL Uh-huh (yes).

Q- Who told you that?

A Just the crew. I don™"t want

to give any names. I don"t know.

Q. What crew?

A The crew that was 1n there
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mining that was 1n there for the

bounce.
Q. Well, what crew did you cross-
shift?
A You mean the crew that was 1in

there when 1 got in there?
Q. Yeah.
A . That would have been Brandon
Kimber®s crew.
Q. Okay. And they said 1t hit
three times hard, but you only fTelt
it one time; 1s that right?
A My ears popped once. I didn*"t
actually feel 1t driving 1n, in the
truck, but my ears popped.

ATTORNEY MEANS:

Well, then let"s
clarify that. I thought you
said you felt 1t bounce when

you were driving in, 1In the

truck. Is that not correct?
A Well, my ears popped. I felt
that. That"s kind of --- that"s a
fine between --- actually no, 1

didn"t feel that in the steering, |
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My ears

So that was how you

knew 1t had bounced?
A . Yeah.
BY MR. O"DONNELL:

Q.- And the dust ---

AL And the dust.

Q. -—-- came out on you?

A As soon as | got out of the
truck, 1t was dusty. It was like
they was --- just rock dusted 1t. It
was pretty dusty.

Q. So after the section pull,
where did you go to work?

A Well, 1t took a while just

getting the equipment pulled back and

getting everything out of there.

They did a lot of timbering i1nto the

stuff to get equipment out.

Q.- Like what did they have to

timber 1n to, to get i1t out?

A They didn"t --- 1 mean, 1
wasn®"t 1In on that part. After they
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started pulling stuff out, I went ---

me and my bosses went outby and
started to get stuff ready outby
where they was going to start mining,
and to come to the lower section.

Well, we were waiting on permits.

And for ---.

Q. To start the south barrier?
A And for MSHA to approve 1t.
Q. So tell me 1 I™m ---. What

was the roof like Iin there?

A In this top section?
Q. Yeah.
A. It was normal for that mine.

It was jJust the same as 1t was on the
lower sections. It was pretty good.
Q- Okay. So when this thing

bounced, 1t didn"t affect the roof?

AL Chunks fell out, but I mean,
the bolts were still holding 1n. The
entryways --- the roof was good.

Q.- Okay. So we cleaned up some

of those areas that you“"re talking
about. What equipment was still

there that we had to set timbers to
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get?
A. I don"t know exactly the
answer to that. I know that they

timbered In to get some equipment
out, Just to be on the safe side F.
The top wasn®"t bad where you had to
set timbers. They made "em set

timbers for safety.

Q. Precaution?

A Yes, jJust precaution.

Q.- Okay. When you were i1n there
that day and you were --- you“"re the

mechanic; right? So do you know
cable sizes of the different pieces

of equipment?

AL Uh-huh (yes).
Q.- And you got all your
equipment. Did you notice any cables

that went into the coal piles that
would tell you that you had something
on the other side of 1t, the

trail --- anything.

A. I mostly worked on trying to
get the miner cable out of the gob

because that®"s the worst one to try
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fix, and I wanted to see 1f 1t had
any damage to 1t.

Q- Is there anything you want to
add that I didn"t ask about the
bounce and anything that happened up
there that you want to add?

A . That"s where 1 had seen that
the pillar --- that pillar yielded
and you could see at the top of i1t.
Q. Well, where was that at?

A I can"t give you an exact
location, but 1t was either this one
or this one.

ATTORNEY MEANS:

Could you indicate
where you"re saying? You
think 1t was which? Describe
it by crosscuts and by
entries. Was 1t that one or
which one?

A It was this one or this that
had almost --- 1t was crushed out
almost completely and you could see
over the top.

ATTORNEY MEANS:
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So 1t would be the
pillar between Two and Three
or Three and Four between 134
and 1337
AL Yes.

ATTORNEY MEANS:

You"re sure of that?
A . Yeah.
BY MR. O"DONNELL:

Q- Now, was 1t the length of the
block? Was 1t the corner? Where was
it at on that block?

A You couldn®"t see all the way
across from one side to the other.
But 1 know that --- 1 mean, there was

really not much left to that pillar

that I was looking at. I mean the
corners were --- |1 mean, they were
almost round. They looked more like

piles than actual blocks after that.

Q.- How far could you see out over
the pillar? I mean, could you ---7
A . I don"t know 1f 1 could see
the other side. Il got up there and

looked, and you could see 1n there
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"til 1 couldn®"™t see anymore.

Q. Ten feet, 20 feet?

A I couldn®™t give you an exact
--- at least ten feet.

Q. How high was 1t bounced off
the roof?

A It wasn"t that big. It was
more like four i1nches. Probably
around Tfour.

Q.- Did you ever see anything like

that before?

AL No .
Q. So this happens 1n the north
and you go to the south. Were you

surprised that you were mining in the
south?
A. No .
Q. Okay.
ATTORNEY MEANS:

Did you see --- the
condition you just described,
Jason, about this pillar being
separated four or fTive i1nches
from the roof, was that one of

the conditions you observed
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that day after that bounce you

just described?
AL Uh-huh (yes).
ATTORNEY MEANS:

So 1t was while you
were helping clean up and get
the equipment back and running
that you observed that?

AL Yes.
BY MR. O"DONNELL:

Q.- Okay. Going back to the south
barrier now. That condition happened
up here. Did you do anything --- did

you change anything 1In the south to
--- did you expect the same
conditions in the south that you had
in the north?

AL I expected the same conditions
while we were driving and while we
were pulling pillars. I didn"t
expect this to happen again because
the part where that big bounce
occurred, but 1t"s my opinion that
that kind of happened because we

skipped these two pillar rows.
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Q. Okay. And the reason 1s

because of what with the pressures?

A Yeah, 1 was already --- 1
don"t remember. I wasn®"t working
when they pulled back, but 1 would
guess the top was getting bad. It

was getting heavy possibly, and so
they pulled back and started chewing
on pillars and left this bad part to
hold up the weight. And when you
start taking 1t here, 1t"s jJust going
to bounce or --- 1 don"t know.

Q. Do you know who made the final
call to pull the section?

A . I don"t know who made the

final call to pull the section.

Q. But your shift foreman said,
fellows ---

AL Stop.-

Q. --- stop. We"re not going to

go until we get another ---

A. Another ---.

Q.- --—- opinion of what we have

here?

A Yes, somebody higher up to
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come and ---.

Q- When you went to work --- now,
you went to work in the south. Were
there any concerns between you and

your co-workers about your personal

safety?
AL No. None as far as the
conditions of the mine, no. We

always worry about safety every day,
you know. But nothing as far as the
condition of the mine, no.

Q.- You said you went into the ---
you reported for work on August the

6th; right, ---

AL Uh-huh (yes).
Q.- --- when 1t happened? Tell me
about that. Walk me through that

day, what you did, how you found out

about i1t.

A Me and my partner, Nick, we
ride together to work. We got there
right around 4:30. And as soon as we

got to the top where the warehouse
is, there was two ambulances and a

police car. We got out, and we went

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

71

right to them. We says, what®"s going
on? They says, there®"s been a mine
collapse and six men are trapped.

And we ran as fast as we could
up the hill, got changed as fast as
we could and went to see what they
wanted us to do to help. And they
says, there®"s going to be a lot of
people coming up here, we need to
borrow the trucks on the property.
They was using mantrips. We need
every one that"s broke down fixed so
we have operational trucks to drive

in and out of the mine.

Q- Okay.
AL And that day there was siX
trucks that were broke down. And

that was my jJjob at the start of that

day was to --- me and Nick we fixed
trucks.

Q. Nick who?

A. Mills.

Q. Nick Mills. He®"s another

mechanic?

AL Uh-huh (yes). He"s the outby
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mechanic.

Q. Who did you talk to from the
company when you got on the property.
Who was your boss that told you,
Jason, we want you to work on the

trucks?

A I didn"t go talk to that
person. Nick gets dressed faster
than 1 do. I was heading up there, |1

went to the maintenance office.
Nobody was in there. I headed down

the hill thinking they were probably

in the warehouse, the shop and I ran
into Nick. And he says, where-®s
Darwon? And I says, 1 don"t know.

Darwon Jones (sic) was another
mechanic that was up there. And we
went down to the shop, and that-®s
when Darwon said they wanted us to

get all the trucks fixed.

Q. Darwon ---7
A. Stansfield.
Q.- Stansfield. So did you spend

your whole shift outside?

A . No .
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Q. Okay. About how long did it

take you to get the trucks running?

A I don"t know how long 1t took
us to get the trucks running. That
was a miserable day. So 1t was hard

enough to keep your mind on your job

with what was going on.

Q- So you did go underground?
AL Yes, 1 went underground. I
went 1into --- me and my maintenance

boss Jessie Gilbert, we went i1nto
third north and grabbed a miner that
was 1n there because that section was
sitting i1dle. And I trammed 1t from
there all the way iIn to the section
that --- where that big, whatever,
bounce, whatever you want to call 1t,
and where they had a plan to start
mining Into these guys.

Q- You"re talking about 1nto the
south mains, so do you know what

crosscut you pulled it up to?

A No, 1 don"t remember what that

crosscut --- 1f I was standing there,

I could tell you. But looking at
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this map, I don"t remember. And 1
don"t even remember exactly where
they ran into the fTully blocked-off
entries. I don"t remember 1t. 1
mean, 1 know 1t was --- I think 1t
was i1n the 20"s but 1I"m not going to
say -

Q.- Okay. That"s fine. So you
brought the miner in.

A Uh-huh (yes).

Q.- And what did you do after you
brought the miner iIn?

A I remember bringing the miner
in and I was --- they was trying to
go take 1t 1into the third entry, and
they was going to mine up there. And
I remember I got the miner stuck 1in
the entry because 1t don"t run as
good off the genset as 1t done off
the real mine power. And so 1t
wouldn®"t go through the coal as good,
so | got 1t stuck. But 1 got 1t
backed out and then I just left it
right there.

And then we started working on

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

75

moving cables, getting set up for to
get a power center In there and
shutting power off to the high
voltage. Just getting ready to start
a section Iin the middle of nowhere
where there wasn®"t a section to try
to get power i1n there for equipment
to start getting to these guys.

Q. Right. You had to start off

from nothing and get a section

running.
A Right.
Q.- So you were outby moving the

miner in, setting the section up, and
then was that the end of your shift?
A Yeah. We worked as long as we
could. I don"t remember 1f 1t was a
15-hour day or 14-hour day, but 1
know we worked well --- a couple,
three hours over our normal 12-hour
shift because nobody wanted to go
home . Everybody was running on
adrenaline jJjust wanting to get these
guys out. But 1 did remember they

said we had to go home, we need you
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guys to get some sleep and come back
fresh.

Q.- Did you happen to go up into
the areas that had bumped closed and
take a look, or did you just focus on
getting your ---7

AL No, they had timbers set away
from where 1t had bumped closed and
danger taped across 1t. And nobody

was allowed to go and check 1t out

and go see. It was all dangered off.
Q.- Okay. So you went home that
day after a pretty long day. Did you

do anything on the surface before you
went home?

AL No . Showered, went down the
hill, got In my truck and drove home.
Q. And were you given

instructions on when to return?

A Normal shift, jJust come back
5:00 1n the morning. Or no, no, 1t
was different. It was different.
They said, come back at, I believe,
7:00 1n the morning. Everybody jJust

come back at 7:00 in the morning.
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They did away with the whole 5:00 ---

us maitntenance coming In at 5:00.
Just everybody come 1n at 7:00 and
work 12 hours.

Q.- Okay. If you would, just now
work me through from the day after
the accident when you went home and
you returned on the 7th. What was
your job all the way up to the second
accident? What did you do?

AL Well, they had informed us
that they wanted, since we had a lot
of decent equipment 1in there, to ---
there was a lot of equipment getting
donated and coming from all over.
There was so much stuff up there.
And 1 was told by our maintenance
foreman that they want a section
mechanic 1In there, a diesel mechanic
and that"s 1t, and as little as
people possible 1inby where the
mining®"s going to be happening.
During the mining sequence going 1in
for these guys, we had a miner

operator, and a miner operator helper
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and the buggy, the guy 1In the buggy

can be up there. Everybody had to be
outby the kitchen. Unlless something
broke down, was the only way 1 could

go Inby that far.

Q.- Well, were you assigned to the
section?

AL Yes.

Q.- Okay. Did you ever go up when

they were loading?

A No, we weren"t allowed.
Q.- You stayed out?
A I stayed out unless something

was broke.

Q.- What about setting the rock
props?
A. Setting the rock props, they

started with the timbers and then
they started getting more rock props
and more rock props. And when they
weren"t mining and they backed the
miner out, then people could come 1n
and set the rock props. Yeah, 1 was
in there for that.

Q.- So you helped set rock props?
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A Well, when they were setting

the rock props 1in the little short
time we had because 1t was going
pretty good, I concentrated on making
sure the miner was still running,
make sure the o1l levels were fTilled,
change the bits, clean all the screen
out of the head because there®"s ---
going through that gob there was a
little screen. It was bad.

Q. Did the miner break down at
any time? Did you have the miner
down for any reason?

AL Not that you could claim
downtime on. We had to go in and ---
I remember one day we had to change a
--- we call 1t a, 1t"s a lift jack
for the miner head. And we had one
of those go out. But they were
setting rock props, and we got that
done while they were setting rock

props. So 1t wasn®"t down as you
normally down as far as ---.
Q- I meant like mechanically

broke down.
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A . Yeah, 1t was broke down. We
had to change the --- and we utilized
that time to cut all the screen out
of the head and ---.

Q. Okay. Between the 6th and the
16th, did you have any days off?

A . Yes, 1 did. I had worked ---

Il don"t remember 1f 1t was 12 or 13

days straight. It was quite a few a
days. And they were going to give us
four days off. And we were all

excited, and we come out of the mine

and they says, well, you can"t have

your TFfour days off. We need you guys
to volunteer for two of them. So me
and Nick picked --- well, 1f 1 had a
calendar. That day, let me think.

Me and Nick picked the last two, the
16th and the 15th, 1 believe 1t was.
And Gary says, well, no, everybody
has already picked those two days,
you guys have to take the first two
off. And we took them. I was off
when the 16th happened.

Q.- Okay. So you would have been
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off on the 16th and the day before

the 16th; 1s that right? Well, the
maitn ---

AL Yeah.

Q.- --- thing 1s you weren"t there

on the 16th?

A . No, I wasn"t there on the
16th, no.
Q.- Did you ever go back to the

mine after that?

A. Yes.
Q- And when did you return?
A We was supposed to come back

the day after the 16th because we
just had our two days off. And i1t
was those two days off that we had to
sign up for of our four off. And we
went up to the mine site, me and
Nick, and there was a police officer
at the bottom of the hill that said,
go home, nobody®"s coming up here
until they call you. And so we went
home .

And 1 had that weekend off,

Saturday and Sunday. I got home
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Sunday night and had a voicemail from
my maintenance boss that said report
to Tower. And I went there to work
for a week. And then 1 went back to
Genwal after that.

MR. O"DONNELL:

Let"s take a five, ten-
minute break and we®"ll finish
up -

SHORT BREAK TAKEN
BY MR. O"DONNELL:

Q.- Jason, have you given a
written statement or i1nterview to any
management officirial or anybody
outside before this 1nterview
regarding the accident?

A Any written?

Q. A written statement or an

interview to anybody?

AL No .
Q. Okay.
AL Well, jJust to Marco the
lawyer.
Q- Marco the lawyer?
A Yeah.
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That"s privileged
information, just don"t talk
about what you talked about.

MR. O"DONNELL:

Unless you want to.

BY MR. O"DONNELL:

Q.- Has anyone offered you
anything or made a promise to 1iIn
exchange for you appearing here or
not appearing here?

A No .

Q.- Do you have anything you-©d
like to add that may be relevant to
the 1nvestigation?

A No .

Q- Jason, what do you think

caused this accident?

A I was hoping you guys could
tell me.
Q.- Well, I"m sure you have an

opinion.

83

A I think 1t was just a freak

thing. I don"t think we were doing

anything wrong. MSHA approved our
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pillar plan. It was going good. And

l"ve never seen anything like the way
that happened 1in my time 1n coal
mining. And I1*"ve talked to a lot of
older guys that have never seen that
kind of thing either. Freak
accident.

MR. O"DONNELL:

IfT there®"s anything,
like we said earlier, you
know, 1Ff you remember anything
that you"d like to talk about,
just call Mr. Gates on the
contact information we gave
you.

So on behalf of MSHA, 1
want to thank you for
appearing and answering
questions today. Your
cooperation 1Is very iImportant
to the 1nvestigation as we
work to determine the cause of
the accident. We ask you not
to discuss your testimony with

any person who may have

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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already have been i1nterviewed
or who may be iInterviewed 1in
the future. This will ensure
that we have everyone-®s
independent recollection of
events surrounding the
accident.

After questioning other
witnesses, we may call you if
we have any other follow-up
questions that we may need to
ask you. Like 1 said earlier,
iT you have any additional
information that you can
remember, just give us a call.

The Mine Act provides
certain protections to miners
who provide information to
MSHA and as a result are
treated adversely. IT at any
time you believe you"ve been
treated unfairly because of
your cooperation in this
investigation, you should

notify MSHA 1mmediately. 1T
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you wish, you may go back over
any answer you have given
during the 1nterview and make
a statement at this time.
Okay. Thanks, Jason. We

appreciate you coming.

* * * * X X X *

STATEMENT CONCLUDED AT 4:15 P.M.

* * * * X X X *
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