
Safety and Health Standards – Surface Coal Mines and 
Surface Work Areas of Underground Coal Mines 

 
30 CFR § 77.404 - Machinery and equipment; operation and maintenance  

(a) Mobile and stationary machinery and equipment shall be maintained in safe 
operating condition and machinery or equipment in unsafe condition shall be 
removed from service immediately.  
 
(b) Machinery and equipment shall be operated only by persons trained in the use 
of and authorized to operate such machinery or equipment.  
 
(c) Repairs or maintenance shall not be performed on machinery until the power 
is off and the machinery is blocked against motion, except where machinery 
motion is necessary to make adjustments.  
 
(d) Machinery shall not be lubricated while in motion where a hazard exists, 
unless equipped with extended fittings or cups. 
 

30 CFR § 77.405 - Performing work from a raised position; safeguards  
(a) Men shall not work on or from a piece of mobile equipment in a raised 
position until it has been blocked in place securely. This does not preclude the use 
of equipment specifically designed as elevated mobile work platforms.  
 
(b) No work shall be performed under machinery or equipment that has been 
raised until such machinery or equipment has been securely blocked in position. 

 
30 CFR § 77.1607 - Loading and haulage equipment; operation  

(m) Electrically powered mobile equipment shall not be left unattended unless the 
master switch is in the off position, all operating controls are in the neutral 
position, and the brakes are set or other equivalent precautions are taken against 
rolling.  
 
(n) Mobile equipment shall not be left unattended unless the brakes are set. The 
wheels shall be turned into a bank or berm, or shall be blocked, when such 
equipment is parked on a grade.  
 
(p) Dippers, buckets, scraper blades, and similar movable parts shall be secured or 
lowered to the ground when not in use.  
 
(z) Parked railcars, unless held effectively by brakes, shall be blocked securely.  
 
(dd) Adequate backstops or brakes shall be installed on inclined-conveyor drive 
units to prevent conveyors from running in reverse if a hazard to personnel would 
be caused 

 
 


