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Gravity 
 
Best Practices 
• Always set truck park brakes and block the wheels. 
• Maintain equipment braking system in good repair and adjustment. 
• Conduct pre-operational check to identify any defects that affect the safe operation 

of equipment before being placed into service. 
 
Recent Fatalities 
• On Tuesday, November 28, 2006, a 50-year-old haul truck operator was fatally 

injured while the victim was dumping waste material in the spoil dump. Condensa-
tion in the air lines froze and the brakes would not release. The victim exited the cab 
of the haul truck. The brakes finally released. The victim sustained fatal crushing 
injuries when the driver's side rear tandem wheels of the Caterpillar 789B haul truck 
he was operating came to rest on top of him. 

• On Friday, August 19, 2005, two truck drivers, ages 51 and 56, were fatally injured 
after being struck by a truck. Both victims, along with two other truck drivers, were 
inside a pump house eating lunch. A parked, unattended, truck rolled about 65 feet 
down the haul road and struck the pump house. The other two drivers sustained 
fractures, cuts, and bruises. 

• On Wednesday, February 27, 2002, a 43-year-old truck driver was fatally injured 
while loading an over-the-road haul truck at a surface load-out of an underground 
mine. The driver had loaded both of the 20-ton, bottom-dump trailers that were 
connected to the truck, but coal had spilled over the side of the second trailer. The 
driver got out of the truck to check the spillage, setting the tractor brakes but not the 
trailer brakes. While he was outside, the truck began moving down the road that had 
an approximate 6% grade. The driver attempted to re-enter the truck and was 
thrown from the truck, and then hit by this same truck. The truck traveled approxi-
mately 200 feet before striking a hillside and coming to a rest. The driver had about 
one year of experience as a truck driver, and this was his first trip to the load-out 
where the accident occurred. 

• On Friday, September 24, 2004, a 63-year-old employee with 8 years of mining 
experience was fatally injured while attempting to dismount a Caterpillar D4H 
bulldozer. Apparently the victim trammed his bulldozer onto a sloped berm adjacent 
to a level graveled roadway. The victim then attempted to dismount the bull dozer 
with the blade elevated and the parking brake not engaged. During this process the 
bulldozer apparently began to drift forward, and the victim slipped and fell to the 
ground in front of the moving bulldozer. The victim was struck by the grousers on the 
left track and received fatal injuries. 

 
 




