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ABSTRACT 
 
 This Mine Safety and Health Administration (MSHA) informational report reviews in detail the 
occupational injury and illness experience of coal mining in the United States for 2008. Data reported by 
operators of mining establishments concerning work injuries are summarized by work location, accident 
classification, part of body injured, nature of injury, and occupation.  Related information on employment, 
worktime, and operating activity also is presented.  Data reported by independent contractors performing 
certain work at mining locations are depicted separately in this report.  For ease of comparison with other 
metal and nonmetallic mineral mining industries and with coal mining, summary reference tabulations are 
included at the end of both the operator and the contractor sections of this report. 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
 Data used in compiling this report were reported by operators of coal mines and the processing plants 
on a mandatory basis as required under the Federal Mine Safety and Health Act of 1977, Public Law 91-173 as 
amended by Law 95-164.  Since January 1, 1978, operators of mines or processing plants or both which are 
subject to the Act have been required under 30 CFR, Part 50, to submit reports of injuries, occupational 
illnesses, and related data. 
 
 Only data reported by the operators and contractors themselves are utilized in this report.  No estimates 
are made of employment, employee-hours, or injuries for nonrespondent operations except as necessary to 
meet statistical processing requirements by providing minimum employment data for reported unmatched 
injury data. 
 
 Beginning with calendar year 1978, statistical measures for injury experience in mining were changed 
from the measures used from 1930 through 1977.  The statistical measures for injury experience adopted by 
MSHA in 1978 compare closely with the measures used in the Office of Occupational Safety and Health 
Statistics, Bureau of Labor Statistics, U.S. Department of Labor.  Therefore, beginning with the 1978 data, the 
mining industry can be compared on a standard basis with other United States industries reporting under the 
Occupational Safety and Health Act of 1970. 
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 Occurrences identified as occupational illnesses by mine operators were reported to MSHA and were 
processed in accordance with 30 CFR PART 50.20-6.  The reported illnesses are summarized in seven 
categories for each work location and State.  Incidence rates and severity measures are not computed for 
occupational illnesses. 
 
 Because of the modifications in reporting and processing procedures that became effective January 1, 
1978, injury rates as currently computed are not precisely comparable to those of previous years, except for 
fatality rates in which the "incidence rate" (the term used after 1977) is one-fifth of the "frequency rate" (the 
term used prior to 1978) for otherwise similar groupings of fatal injuries and worktimes. 
 

SCOPE OF STATISTICS 
 

 The statistical data in this report cover the work experience of all personnel engaged in mine 
exploration, development, production, maintenance, repair and construction work, including supervisory and 
technical personnel, working partners, and onsite office workers.  The classification of industries is in close 
general agreement with the Standard Industrial Classification.1 
 
 MSHA issued guidelines which additionally reduced the reporting requirements of independent 
contractors.  Reporting of employment, hours worked, and injury/illness data by independent contractors is 
limited to the following types of work performed: mine development, including shaft and slope sinking; 
construction or reconstruction of mine facilities, including building or rebuilding processing plants and mining 
equipment, and building additions to existing facilities; demolition of mine facilities; construction of dams; 
excavation or earthmoving activities involving mobile equipment; equipment installation, such as crushers and 
mills; equipment service or repair done underground or in the pit for a period exceeding five consecutive days 
at a particular mine; material handling within mine property, including haulage of coal, ore, refuse, etc., unless 
for the sole purpose of direct removal from or delivery to mine property; drilling and blasting.  Also, data 
collected for employment and hours worked in those activities reflect the contractor’s total 
metallic/nonmetallic work locations and total coal work locations and not the individual mine sites.  For more 
detailed information concerning these changes, see the guidelines accompanying MSHA Policy Memoranda 
Nos. 82-6A MM and 81-35A C. 
 

DEFINITION OF TERMS 
 
 Occupational Injury.  An occupational injury is an injury to a mine worker which occurs at a mine and 
for which medical treatment is administered, or which results in death or loss of consciousness, restriction of 
work or motion, inability to perform all job duties on any day after an injury, lost workdays, temporary 
assignment to other duties, transfer to another job, or termination.  The injury usually results from a 
recognizable single incident.  For example, an explosion of a battery which splattered a worker with sulfuric 
acid would be a single incident and  

                                            
1Executive Office of the President, Office of Management and Budget.  Standard Industrial Classification Manual.  1972 Revision. 
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                                   TABLE 5A. - NUMBER OF INJURIES, LOST WORKDAYS, AND AVERAGE SEVERITY BY DEGREE FOR WORK LOCATION AND EMPLOYMENT SIZE GROUP 
                                                             AT ANTHRACITE COAL OPERATIONS IN THE UNITED STATES, 2008  (CONTINUED) 
 
 
                                                     NUMBER OF INJURIES                                                      LOST WORKDAYS                                  AVERAGE SEVERITY 
 
 
        WORK LOCATION                              NFDL                                                                          NFDL 
             AND 
    EMPLOYMENT SIZE GROUP                                              TOTAL                                                                                   TOTAL     PERMA-            TOTAL 
                              FATAL     PERMANENT                      FATAL    NDL     TOTAL      FATAL           PERMANENT                                   FATAL      NENT    TEMPO-   FATAL 
                                                      TEMPO-   TOTAL    AND           INJURIES                                        TEMPO-      TOTAL         AND     PARTIAL    RARY     AND 
                                                       RARY     NFDL    NFDL                                                           RARY        NFDL         NFDL                        NFDL 
                                     TOTAL  PARTIAL                                                            TOTAL      PARTIAL 
 
 
PROCESSING PLANTS: 
    1 -   4-----------------     -      -       -          1       1       1       -        1            -           -           -          44          44          44       -       44       44 
    5 -   9-----------------     -      -       -          2       2       2       -        2            -           -           -         133         133         133       -       66       66 
   10 -  19-----------------     -      -       -         10      10      10       3       13            -           -           -         593         593         593       -       59       59 
   20 -  34-----------------     -      -       1          9      10      10       4       14            -           -          50         238         288         288      50       26       29 
 
     TOTAL OR AVERAGE-------     -      -       1         22      23      23       7       30            -           -          50       1,008       1,058       1,058      50       46       46 
 
 
TOTAL OR AVERAGE, 
 ALL MINES AND PLANTS: 
    1 -   4-----------------     -      -       -          5       5       5       -        5            -           -           -         253         253         253       -       51       51 
    5 -   9-----------------     -      -       -          2       2       2       -        2            -           -           -         133         133         133       -       66       66 
   10 -  19-----------------     -      -       -         13      13      13       4       17            -           -           -       1,053       1,053       1,053       -       81       81 
   20 -  34-----------------     -      -       1         13      14      14       5       19            -           -          50         290         340         340      50       22       24 
   35 -  49-----------------     1      -       1          7       8       9       -        9        6,000           -         200         291         491       6,491     200       42      721 
   50 -  99-----------------     -      -       -         12      12      12       6       18            -           -           -         307         307         307       -       26       26 
 
     TOTAL OR AVERAGE-------     1      -       2         52      54      55      15       70        6,000           -         250       2,327       2,577       8,577     125       45      156 
 
 
OFFICE: 
    1 -   4-----------------     -      -       -          -       -       -       -        -            -           -           -           -           -           -       -        -        - 
    5 -   9-----------------     -      -       -          -       -       -       -        -            -           -           -           -           -           -       -        -        - 
   10 -  19-----------------     -      -       -          -       -       -       -        -            -           -           -           -           -           -       -        -        - 
 
     TOTAL OR AVERAGE-------     -      -       -          -       -       -       -        -            -           -           -           -           -           -       -        -        - 
 
 
GRAND TOTAL OR AVERAGE: 
    1 -   4-----------------     -      -       -          5       5       5       -        5            -           -           -         253         253         253       -       51       51 
    5 -   9-----------------     -      -       -          2       2       2       -        2            -           -           -         133         133         133       -       66       66 
   10 -  19-----------------     -      -       -         13      13      13       4       17            -           -           -       1,053       1,053       1,053       -       81       81 
   20 -  34-----------------     -      -       1         13      14      14       5       19            -           -          50         290         340         340      50       22       24 
   35 -  49-----------------     1      -       1          7       8       9       -        9        6,000           -         200         291         491       6,491     200       42      721 
   50 -  99-----------------     -      -       -         12      12      12       6       18            -           -           -         307         307         307       -       26       26 
 
     TOTAL OR AVERAGE-------     1      -       2         52      54      55      15       70        6,000           -         250       2,327       2,577       8,577     125       45      156 
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