Attachment

Specific chapters and sections in the Coal Mine Safety and Health Self-Rescuer (SR)
Inspection Procedures Handbook, PHO00-V-II, have been incorporated into the following
MSHA directive:

Chapter 1 of the SR Inspection Procedures Handbook, Annual Review of Approved
SCSR Storage Plans is incorporated into SOPs for conducting such reviews. The
following includes specific recommendations for the topics currently included in
Chapter 1 of the SR Inspection Procedures Handbook:

Section A, Changes In Mining Conditions and/or Mining Process is
maintained in the SOP which should require a mine-site visit to check
plan parameters.

Section B, Requiring Changes To Previously Approved Plans, is replaced
with a statement in the PIL requiring such changes to be initiated in
accordance with previously established Program Policy.

Section C, Documentation of Annual Plan Review, is to be detailed in the
SOP and incorporated into the Uniform Mine File Handbook.

Chapter 2 of the SR Inspection Procedures Handbook, Quarterly Evaluation of
Approved Plan Parameters for SCSR Storage Plans, is incorporated into the Coal
General Inspections Procedures Handbook. This activity will be incorporated into
mandatory regular inspections (AAA). The following includes specific
recommendations for the topics currently included in Chapter 2 of the SR Inspection
Procedures Handbook:

Section A, Quarterly Mine-Site Evaluations,is to be conducted during
each mandatory regular inspection at mines with approved SCSR storage
plans. Inspection requirements in this section of the SR Inspection
Procedures Handbook will be incorporated directly into Chapter 3 of the
General Inspections Procedures Handbook.

Section B, Noncompliance Determinations, is duplicative since
procedural instruction for enforcement actions on violations of approved
SCSR storage plans is detailed in existing Program Policy. Therefore,
information contained in this section does not need to be repeated.




Section C, Documentation of Quarterly Plan Evaluation, is to be documented
during each mandatory regular inspection at mines with approved SCSR storage
plans. Documentation requirements from this section of the SR Inspection
Procedures Handbook will be incorporated into Chapter 8 of the General
Inspections Procedures Handbook.

Chapter 3 of the SR Inspection Procedures Handbook, Quarterly Physical
Inspection of Self-Rescue Devices, is incorporated into the Coal General Inspections

Procedures Handbook. This activity will be incorporated into mandatory regular
inspections. The following includes specific recommendations for the topics currently
included in Chapter 3 of the SR Inspection Procedures Handbook:

Section A, Number of Devices To Be Inspected, is replaced by a requirement
to inspect a representative number of each type of SR device during each
mandatory regular inspection. Instructions are provided for a representative
number of each type of SR at the mine but not less than 10%. A higher
percentage of devices are to be inspected when worn/ carried or machine/
equipment mounted.

Section B, Prior To Conducting The Physical Inspection, includes requirements
for inspector familiarity with each type of SR device. This is an administrative
matter regarding MSHA personnel training and will be addressed in the
Administrative Policy and Procedures Manual (APPM).

Section C, Physical Inspection Procedures, is incorporated into Chapter 3 of the
General Inspections Procedures Handbook.

Section D, Noncompliance Determinations, is duplicative since procedural
instruction for enforcement actions regarding SCSR devices is detailed in
existing Program Policy. Therefore, information contained in this section does
not need to be repeated.

Section E, Documentation Requirements, is to be included in inspection notes
for each mandatory regular inspection. Documentation requirements from this
section of the SR Inspection Procedures Handbook will be incorporated into
Chapter 8 of the General Inspections Procedures Handbook. Since this
documentation will be recorded in the inspector’s notes, the Self-Rescuer Data
Sheets in Appendix B of the SR Inspection Procedures Handbook are eliminated.

Chapter 4 of the SR Inspection Procedures Handbook, Periodic Monitoring of Self-
Rescuer Part 48 Training, is addressed by the incorporation of a provision for

discussing donning procedures and for contacting the local training liaison/specialist



regarding SR training issues into Chapter 3 of the General Inspections Procedures
Handbook.

Chapter 5 of the SR Inspection Procedures Handbook, Annual Survey of Self-
Rescue Devices, is incorporated into SOPs for collecting the data and entering it into
the SR Database. The information will be documented on MSHA Form 2000-220 and
filed in the Uniform Mine File. The Uniform Mine File Procedure Handbook is revised
to include survey documentation.

Chapter 6 of the SR Inspection Procedures Handbook, Self-Rescuer Training for
CMS&H Personnel is incorporated into the APPM. This is an internal administrative
matter and is addressed in the APPM.

Chapter 7 of the SR Inspection Procedures Handbook, Investigating and Reporting
Problems with Self-Rescue Devices, is incorporated into SOPs for investigating and
reporting problems involving the use of a SR device.

Chapter 8 of the SR Inspection Procedures Handbook, Long-Term Self-Rescuer
Durability Study, is not mentioned in the IG Report and is discontinued. In an effort
to obtain more detailed information regarding how well the various SR devices
withstand normal in-mine-use conditions, MSHA, in conjunction with NIOSH,
developed a Long-Term SR Durability Study. To date, this study has had little impact
on the quality assurance effort it was designed to support. Therefore, this durability
study, including the material in Appendix C of the SR Inspection Procedures
Handbook, is discontinued. However, NIOSH's Long-Term Field Evaluation (LTFE)
has shown the most promise and will be an ongoing SR quality assurance program.
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