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EXAMINATION UNDER OATH
OF
JEFFREY KEITH TOLER

Taken pursuant to Notice by Miranda
D. Elkins, a Court Reporter and
Notary Public in and for the State of
West Virginia, at U.S. Bankruptcy
Court, 324 West Main Street, on
Wednesday, January 18, 2006, at 9:30

a.m.

Any reproduction of this transcript
is prohibited without authorization

by the certifying agency.
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PROCEEDINGS
MR. GATES:
My name is Richard
Gates, and 1 am a District

Manager with the Mine Safety &
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Health Administration, an
agency with the U.S.
Department of Labor. With me
is James B. Crawford from the
Solicitor®s Office, Doug
Conaway with the West Virginia
Office of Miners®™ Health,
Safety & Training, and Dave
Stuart with the same State
office.

Representing
International Coal Group is R.
Henry Moore and Sam Kitts.
Also, representing the miners
of Sago Mine are Gary Trout
and Ron Bowersox.

I have been assigned to
conduct an investigation into

the accident that occurred ---

MR. TOLER:

Is now ---?

ATTORNEY MOORE:

Wait a minute. We-"ll
raise that at the appropriate
point. I1t"11 be a minute or
so, Jeff.

MR. GATES:

I"ve been assigned to
conduct an investigation into
the accident that occurred at

Page 7
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the Sago Mine on January 2nd,
2006, in which 12 miners died
and one was injured. The
investigation is being
conducted by MSHA and the West
Virginia Office of Miners
Health, Safety & Training to
gather information to
determine the cause of the
accident, and these interviews
are an important part of the
investigation.

At the time of the

accident investigation --- at

this time, the accident
investigation team intends to
interview a number of people
to discuss anything that may
be relevant to the cause of
the accident.

After the investigation
is completed, MSHA will issue
a written report detailing the
nature and causes of the
accident. MSHA accident
reports are made available to
the public in the hopes that
greater awareness about the
causes of accidents can reduce
their occurrence in the

future.
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Information obtained
through witness interviews 1is
frequently included in these
reports. Your statement may
also be used iIn other
enforcement proceedings. 1-°d
like to thank you in advance

for your appearance here. We

appreciate your assistance in
this investigation.

The willingness of
miners and mine operators to
work with us is critical to
our goal of making the
nation"s mines safer. We
understand the difficulty for
you in discussing the events
that took place, and we
greatly appreciate your
efforts to help us understand
what happened.

This interview with
Jeffrey Toler is being
conducted under Section 103(a)
of the Federal Mine Safety &
Health Act of 1977 as a part
of an iInvestigation by MSHA
and the West Virginia Office
of Miners® Health, Safety &
Training, into the conditions,
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events and circumstances
surrounding the fatalities

that occurred at the Sago

Mine, owned by International
Coal Group in Buckhannon, West
Virginia on January 2nd, 2006.

This interview is being
conducted at the U.S.
Bankruptcy Courthouse in
Clarksburg, West Virginia on
January 18th, 2006.

Questioning will be
conducted by representatives
of MSHA and the Office of
Miners®™ Health, Safety &
Training. After MSHA and
State officials have finished
asking questions, the
representative of the mining
company and representative of
the miners may ask
clarification questions only.
This is not an adversarial
proceeding. Therefore cross
examination will not be
permitted.

Mr. Toler, the

interview will begin by my

asking you a series of

questions. |If you do not
Page 10
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understand the question,
please ask me to rephrase it.
Feel free at any time to
clarify any statements that
you make iIn response to the
questions. After we finish
asking questions, you will
have an opportunity to make a
statement and provide us with
any other information that you
believe may be important.

If at any time after
the interview you recall any
additional information that
you believe may be useful,
please contact me at the phone
number or e-mail address
provided to you.

Your statement is
completely voluntary. You may
refuse to answer any question,
and you may end your interview

at any time. If you feel you

need a break for any reason,
please let me know, and we
will take one.

A court reporter will
record your interview and will
later produce a written
transcript of the interview.
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Please try and respond to all
questions verbally, since the
court reporter cannot record
non-verbal responses. Also,
please try and keep your voice
up. Copies of the written
transcripts will be made
available to you at a later
time.

IT any part of your
statement is based not on your
own Firsthand knowledge, but
on information that you
learned from someone else,
please let us know. Please
answer each question as fully
as you can, including any

information you have learned

from someone else.

We may not ask the
right questions to learn the
information you have, so do
not feel limited by the
precise question asked. If
you have information about a
subject area of a question,
please provide that
information.

At this time, Mr.
Conaway, do you have anything

you would like to add on
Page 12
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behalf of the State of West
Virginia?

MR. CONAWAY:

Yeah. Jeff, we
appreciate you appearing here
with us today. | hope we can
get the facts surrounding ---
the circumstances around this
accident.

1°d just like to make a
statement. The West Virginia

Office of Miners" Health,

Safety & Training is
conducting this interview
session jointly with the Mine
Safety & Health
Administration. And we are in
agreement with the procedures
outlined by Mr. Gates for
these interviews that will be
conducted here today. But the
Director reserves his right,
if necessary, as outlined iIn
West Virginia Code to call or
subpoena witnesses or require
production of any record,
document, photograph, or other
relevant materials necessary
to conduct this investigation.
Mr. Gates will do the
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initial questioning, and then
1*11 follow up with additional
questions.

MR. GATES:

Mr. Toler, you"re
permitted to have a

representative with you during

this interview, and you may
consult with your
representative at any time.
You may designate any person
to be your representative. Do

you have a representative with

you?
MR. TOLER:
No, sir.

ATTORNEY MOORE:

And I think this would
be the appropriate forum to
raise the issue.

MR. GATES:

Okay. Do you have any
questions regarding the manner
in which this interview will
be conducted?

MR. TOLER:

I would prefer to
conduct this interview without
the presence of the UMWA.

MR. GATES:

And Mr. Bowersox and
Page 14
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Mr. Trout, how do you respond,

or how will you respond to the
interviewee requesting that
you not be present during this
interview?

OFF RECORD DISCUSSION

MR. GATES:

Gary, could you please
respond to my question a
little louder, please?

ATTORNEY TROUT:

Yes. We would prefer
to stay. We have no reason to
leave, but we will respect the
witness”™ wishes, and we will
leave.

MR. GATES:

Thank you. Could we go
off the record, please?

OFF RECORD DISCUSSION

MR. GATES:

Let the record indicate
that Mr. Bowersox and Mr.
Trout have left the courtroom.
And the court reporter, can

you please swear in Mr. Toler?

JEFFREY KEITH TOLER, HAVING FIRST
BEEN DULY SWORN, TESTIFIED AS

Page 15
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FOLLOWS:

BY MR. GATES:

Q- Mr. Toler, or do you prefer
Jeff?

A Jeff"s fine. Thank you.

Q- Jeff, would you please state

your full name and spell your last

name?

A Jeffrey Keith Toler,
T-O-L-E-R.

Q- Please state your address and

telephone number.

A Post Office Box 148, Canvas,
West Virginia, 306 Toler Lane, Ward
Road. It"s 26662. And the telephone
number is 304-872-5477.

Q- And do you have an e-mail
address that you"d be willing to
share with us?

A Jtoler62@yahoo.com.

Q- Okay. Jeff, and are you

appearing here today voluntarily?

A Yes, sir.

Q- How many years of mining
experience do you have, Jeff?

A About 24, 25 years.

Q- Okay. And could you give a
brief description of that employment
history?

A. Right out of high school into
Page 16
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the mines. 1 worked --- my father
operated the coal mines in Boone
County. 1 was there roughly long
enough to get a black hat. 1 then
went to work for my uncle, who
operated the contract mines for
Brooks Run, and worked for him for 18
years. In 2001 Brooks Run bought the
contract mines out and made it a
company mine, and 1 just stayed on
with Brooks Run. I worked for Brooks
Run up until August of this year and
came to work for International Coal
Group then.

Q. Okay. How much of your

employment has been spent at the Sago

Mine?
A Since August the 1st of 2005.
Q. And what iIs your present

position at the Sago Mine?
A. Superintendent.
Q. Superintendent. And did you

hold that same position on January

2nd, 20067
A Yes, sir.
Q. Could you describe your ---

the general duties on that particular
day?

A I don"t know. Just run the
mine, you know. A little
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administrative, a little underground.

Q. Do you recall anything
specific about that day that would

have been any different as far as

your duties going into the day?

A. No.

Q- And how long have you been the

superintendent at the Sago Mine?

A Since --- it was roughly five
months.
Q- And have you held any other

22
positions at the Sago Mine?
A. No, sir.
Q- Jeff, do you have any state or
federal mining certifications?
A. Yes, sir.
Q- And could you just briefly
describe what those are?
A. Of course, certified
underground miner, certified
underground mine foreman, certified
shop fireman, EMT, certified dust
sampler.
Q- And those state certifications
that you mentioned are all with the

State of West Virginia?

A Yes, sir.

Q- Any other states that you have
A. No.

Q- --- certifications?

Page 18
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A. Only West Virginia.
Q. Okay. And Jeff, who"s your

immediate supervisor at the Sago

Mine?
A It would be Raymond Coleman.

23
Q. And how long has Raymond been

your supervisor?

A Since the day 1| started at
Sago.

Q. Okay. Since August ---?

A August 1st. Yes, sir.

Q. Okay. And what time does your

normal shift begin?

A I typically arrive at the
mines at around 5:30, 5:35, somewhere
in that range.

Q. And were you working at the
Sago Mine on January 2nd, 20067

A. Yes, sir.

Q. And starting at the time you
arrived at the mines on January 2nd,
could you just describe what you did
during the course of that day and
just kind of tell the stories you
remember with details and times?

A. 1"11 do the best 1 can on
times, but 1 probably --- 1 arrived
at the mines around 5:35 that day.
Typically, and that day was no
exception, I go in and speak to the

Page 19
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section foreman, just check on what"s
being called out from the fire boss,
jJjust make sure we"re ready to go more
or less. 1 went to my office,
started my computer. 1 typically
will start my day checking e-mail,
and 1711 usually go in and download
our daily direct mine costs just to
see how our mine costs ran the day
before.

Look over timesheets that"s
been left on my desk over the weekend
and make sure everybody®s being paid
that needed to be paid before 1 Ffile
them away. Basically, that"s pretty
much how 1 would spend a typical
morning. That morning was no
exception. Like around 6:25 we had
been talking about the storm coming
through, very unusual to have a
lightning storm in January. And my
safety director, his office is across
the hall. He had even stuck his head
in my door and said, you know, the

old timers probably have an old

saying about this, lightning in

January s bound to mean something.
And I have a mine phone in my

office, and | was communicating with

the dispatcher, Bill Chisolm. His
Page 20
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dispatch office, he has a window. 1
don®t have a window in my office, but
he was commenting on the storm as
well. He commented on a flash of
lightning, and immediately followed
by some loud thunder.

The CO alarms 1 could hear
over the mine phone. 1 could hear
the CO alarms going off on the belt
boss. My first thought, and that of
-—— 1"m thinking of my chief
electrician, because he kind of got
on the phone at this time, too. Our
first thought was that the lightning
had just shorted something out on the
CO alarms. They"ll blow fuses on
them. And 1 told Mr. Chisolm to
radio the crews that were en route to
the section. 1 had him radio the

crews just to have him check all the

sensors that were going off and see
what was going on with them.

And when he tried to radio
them the only crew that he could
raise was the crew on the One Left
section. And of course, me being on
the phone with him, 1 was overhearing
their conversation. The foreman was
on the phone, Owen Jones, and Owen
jJust said that --- he said, you know,

Page 21
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something®s happened. There was a
big rush of air that came from inby
toward the Two Left panel. He said I
don*"t know what it was, but it was a
very strong --- you know, a lot of
air, and he said there®s a lot of
smoke in the air. And myself and my
maintenance chief Dick Wilfong were
both on the mine phone at that time,
and 1 think we both told him, you
know, get the men into the intake.
You know, if there"s smoke, get the
men into the intake and start exiting
the mines.

And my thoughts were, you

know, we hadn"t talked to the Two
Left crew at all. So I jumped up and
started putting my gear on. |
hollered at my safety director across
the hall, 1 said, Al, let"s get
ready. Let"s go. And probably
within ten minutes Al and myself and
my maintenance chief, Dick Wilfong,
were down in the pit ready to get on
a mantrip and go underground. We
were joined by one of Dick"s
assistants, maintenance chief, Vernon
Hofer. So the four of us got on a
mantrip and started underground.

We got roughly two to three

breaks underground and encountered
Page 22
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one of the belt examiners, Fred

Jamison. He was working his way out.

I just hollered --- 1 just basically
jJust asked him if he"s all right. He
said, yeah. And | said just go ahead

and head on outside. And we started

on in, 1 would say within ten minutes
after whatever happened we were ---

within 10 to 15 minutes, we were on

our way underground. It probably
took us 15 minutes to 20 minutes to
get --- we were going on the down
line.

When we went by the one
section on there, we called the old
one First Right panel. One of mine
examiners was standing there beside
the track, and we just, for a second,
stopped and spoke to him. That was
John Boni. I asked John if he was
all right, and then John was fine,
and he was likewise, you know,
heading out of the mines.

So we started on In ——— if I™m
guessing the times here, 1 would say
that by 15 "til 7:00 we started
underground, and probably about 7:00
we were --- or shortly thereafter we
were going down Number Four beltline.
And somewhere around 25 block, 30
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block along there, we passed a
telephone right beside the rail, a
mine phone. So we stopped there to

see if they had ever gotten ahold of

the Two Left crew. | think Mr.
Wilfong was the one that made that
phone call.

And while we were talking to
them, the One Left crew had been
working their way down the intake.
They heard us coming up the rail, and
one of them stuck their head through
--- 1 think there was a man door
right there, and one of them stuck
their head through and said that the
electrician on that crew, he"s older
and a bigger man, and not in very
good condition. They said Hoy is
having a hard time getting out. So I
said there®s no smoke or anything in
that area, we just said, well, get
all the men over here and we"ll put
them on this mantrip and send them
out on the mantrip.

And we got all the men over
there, and 1 think somewhere at this
point the dispatcher put me through
to Johnny Stemple, and Johnny asked

me what was going on. And I said I™"m

not sure, but I think we need to
Page 24

29

30



02
03
04
05
06
07
08
09
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

01
02
03
04
05
06

T3 0118Toler-MSHA-Sago. txt

notify Mine Rescue, at least start
trying to get ahold of Mine Rescue.

We got all that crew over
there, and all of them were right
there except for the foreman, Owen
Jones. And up the track at 41 block,
there®s another telephone beside the
track, and Owie was by that phone.
And Mr. Wilfong, very colorfully,
told Owen to come down there to where
we were at. But Owen was fine. 1
mean, he wasn®"t hurt or anything, so
I told Mr. Wilfong, go ahead and take
what men he had and go on out, we-"d
keep Owen in there with us, as we
went on in to look for the other
crew.

Everyone went out, except for
myself and my safety director, Al
Schoonover, and Owen Jones. And when
Owen got down there 1 noticed he
didn"t even have a hard hat. He had
lost his hard hat in that --- in

whatever had happened. So 1 told

Owen to just stay right there by that
telephone. The One Left crew had
told us there had been stopping
damage. They had noticed some
stopping damage as they were coming
down. And 1 told Owen to stay there
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by the phone, that me and Mr.

Schoonover would --- me and Al would
go up and assess some of the damage.
And we went up to 32 wall,
that"s we noticed the First stopping
out. And walked on up to --- 1 think
the next one, it was all the way up
to 42 wall before we saw another one.
So seeing that there was more than
one wall down, and not knowing what
we might see on deeper in the mines,
I went to that phone there at 41 wall
and 1 called back outside, and I said
that when Mr. Wilfong got the One
Left crew outside to get curtain,
nails, boards, saws, all of the
detectors that we had and Owen Jones
a hard hat. And have Mr. Wilfong and
Mr. Hofer bring that stuff back to

us.
And we walked back down to
where Owen was at, at the other
telephone and just waited on there.
When they got there --- again, | have
no idea on times at this point. When
they got to that point, we were all
on the track --- on the track jeep.
We rode up to 32. We put a piece of
curtain up there and blocked that
wall off. We trammed on in by the

42, and started picking up some --—-
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the CO alarms --- some of the CO
alarms was starting to go off. So we
made the decision to leave the
mantrip there. We de-energized it.
And thought it would be best if we
got into the intake and advanced
ourselves into the intake.

So from 42 we were on foot,
and I don"t have any idea how many
stoppings we repaired. You might
repair two and then one would be
intact. But we gradually worked our

way in, keeping the fresh air on our

backs. When we got to 49 wall, 49
wall was down. That is the location
of the belt going onto One Left
section. That is the location where
One Left crew was at when the
explosion happened. And that®s where
there was a telephone there that I
knew was a functioning telephone that
they"d called out from.

So 1 stepped over into the
track entry. There wasn®"t any smoke
in the air at that point. If there
was, It wasn"t a significant amount
that it would catch my attention, but
the CO level was high at that point.
I stepped over toward the belt head
and cut the cable for the mine phone,
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going toward that belt head. 1
didn"t want to cut the phone line
going inby toward Two Left. So I
just --- 1 cut it going toward that
belt head and worked the slack over
and put it in the intake and moved
that telephone into the intake.

We also had an EMT station at

that point, too, so I moved all the
EMT supplies into the intake at that
point, too. We repaired that one and
worked our way up to just maybe a
break or two where the air split.

The intake split to go to One Left.

I noticed the overcast at that
point was damaged, so --- and 1 knew
that everybody that we were looking
for was on Two Left. So we just put
a solid curtain up there as well to
try to direct all of the air current
toward the Two Left panel. That"s at
49.

We continued to work our way
in, and the discussion got --- we
started noticing just a little bit of
smoke, taking just a little longer
for the CO to --- when we would put a
curtain up, we would wait for the CO
levels to drop, for the fresh air to
dissipate it, before we would move on

into the next one. And we noticed
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that taking more and more time. We

also felt that the velocity was

probably not what it should have
been. And my thoughts were that
maybe we had missed something coming
in, because we were kind of helter-
skelter until we got to where that
one --- where we met up that One Left
crew, maybe we had missed something.

My thoughts were maybe another
damaged overcast at the Two Right
area. And 1 asked --- well, 1 asked
Owen and Vernon Hofer if they would
go outby --- get a roll of curtain
and go down there and check and see
if we maybe had missed something
there.

Those two went on out, and
that left me and Dick Wilfong and Al
Schoonover. And we worked our way up
another --- probably another break or
so from beyond that point. We got to
57 block, and put a curtain up at 57
block, and 1 just walked up to 58 to
see 1T --- just check and see if it
was intact or if it was out, and it

was out. But the smoke at this point

was extremely dense.
And in our eyes, it seemed
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that the smoke was just kind of
swirling, that it wasn®"t wanting to
dissipate, but knowing now what I
know, I think what it was, it was
dissipating, but it was just
continuing to roll out of that panel,
and it was dissipating.

So Dick Wilfong and Al
Schoonover both have some mine rescue
training In the past. And the
discussion got to the point that, you
know, if there is --- if there is
something in here that could still --
- the potential to still explode, we
may be pushing fresh air overtop of a
possible explosion and creating
another explosion.

We kind of stayed in that area
for a long time and kicked this
around. We would listen. You would
hear something fall, and when 1 did 1
would go and just yell as loud as 1

could in that direction. Maybe we

were hearing somebody moving and just
listening to see if we could hear
anything.

I don"t have any idea how long
we stayed there and wrestled with it,
but finally we just made the decision
that this was as far as we needed to

go. That we"d probably need to back
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out and let the professionals come
in, people that were trained in this.
So we made the decision to leave the
mines. And 1 stopped by the phone on
the way out, that we had moved into
the intake to let people outside know
that we had decided to leave.

We worked our way down and we
actually caught up with Owen and
Vernon right in that Two Right area.
And we did notice some damage to a
couple of the overcasts there, the
wing walls were blown out on the
overcasts. And really didn"t have
anything to work with at that point,
we just --- 1 think Owen and Vern had

maybe put a curtain up before we got

there, but there was nothing else to
work with, so we just continued on
out of the mines.

I had no idea what time we
even got out of the mines. 1"ve been
told --- 1 was told by someone later
that it was around 10:30 when we got
outside.
Q. I appreciate that, Jeff. And

would you like to take five minutes?

Are you ---
A I*m fine.
Q. -—- good to go?
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A. Yes, sir.

Q- And there is some --- there®s
a pitcher of water here, too, and
some cups. | should have offered it
to you earlier.
A Thank you.

MR. GATES:

At this time, Jeff, I™m
going to step back, and Dennis
Swentosky is going to continue
with some of the questions.

Denny?

MR. SWENTOSKY:

Thanks.
BY MR. SWENTOSKY:
Q- I wonder if we can just kind
of step back and, you know, kind of
go through this again. And maybe I
can ask some specific questions ---
A Okay -
Q.- -—— if you don"t mind. Okay.
Again, what time do you begin your
shift normally on the day of the
accident?
A. I arrive at the mines --- that
day 1 arrived around 5:35. 1"m there
between, usually around 5:30, 20 "til
6:00 every day. I"m thinking it was
about 5:35 that morning.
Q.- Okay -

A. And my shift begins when 1 get
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out of the truck.

Q. Can you kind of describe,
again, just a little bit of what you
did on the surface prior to entering
the mine that day?

A. Like 1 said, I went in, 1

spoke to both foremen. Actually,
joked around with --- the foreman on
the Two Left panel is --- was my
uncle. And 1 had missed the Monday
before. It was the day after
Christmas, and 1 took the day off,
and he was joking with me about not
expecting to see me there today. And
I have a refrigerator in my office,
and every evening he would come in
and steal a Coke out of my
refrigerator. And I told him that he
-—- 1 said, well, you probably better
get your Coke this morning, because
111 probably get out of here before
you get out this evening.

Then I went in my office. 1
started up my computer. Like I said,
111 typically check my e-mail, and 1
like to check the daily direct mine
costs just to see how we did the day
before. Timesheets are just
typically on my desk. I*1l go ---
that would have been after a weekend,
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so there would have been a few more

timesheets than normal on my desk.
So 1 would have looked over the
timesheets before 1 filed them away.
And that"s pretty much a typical

morning, and that morning was no

different.

Q.- How many shifts does the mine
operate?

A. We operate three shifts.

Q- How many production --- is all

three shifts production shifts?

A No. Two shifts --- Monday
through Thursday we produce coal,
dayshift and afternoon shift, and the
third shift is maintenance.

Q- Monday through Thursday.
A And Friday, Saturday and
Sunday we work what we call the
weekend warrior. We have two crews
on the weekends. We have a
production crew that works a 13-hour
shift and then we have a maintenance
crew that works a 13-hour shift on
Friday, Saturday and Sunday.

Q- But you don"t produce any coal

on that shift?
A They produce on the dayshift,
on Friday, Saturday and Sunday.

Q- And the other two are
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maintenance?
A And the nightshift is
maintenance on Friday, Saturday and
Sunday. There®s only two on the
weekends.
Q. How many people are employed
at the mine?
A On the morning of January 2nd,
I think my staffing chart would have
totaled out to 148.
Q. Was that a normal ---7?
A It"s probably a little high,
but we had a few extra men that ---.
Well, we had shut down the Spruce
Mines a few months prior that we had
moved a few men over to the Sago
Mines to just give them a home until

the next mines was opened up for

them.

Q. Can you explain the management
structure?

A From what point? From my
point?

Q. Yes.

A Well, 1™"m the superintendent.

Underneath me is a mine foreman, Carl
Crumrine, maintenance foreman, Dick
Wilfong, and safety director, Al
Schoonover. Those are probably the
three men that I rely on to make
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decisions day-to-day in running the

mines. Carl, in turn, we have shift
foremen underneath that fall under
Carl, and then the section foremen
fall under the shift foremen. Mr.
Wilfong has assistant maintenance
chiefs under him, and then, of
course, all of the maintenance
personnel underneath that. All
basically report directly to Mr.
Wilfong.

Q- Okay. Who did you mention who
was your supervisor?

A. Raymond Coleman is my

immediate supervisor.

Q- And how long has he been your
supervisor?
A Since the day 1 started with

ICG, which is August 1st. Five

months.

Q- What is his position?

A He is mine manager.

Q. Where®s his office located, if

you can tell me, please?

A. His office is in the --- well,
I like to think Raymond has two. He
has an office at the Buckhannon

office, for International Coal Group,
and then his pickup truck.

Q. Okay. How many sections are

at the Sago Mine?
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A. We produce coal in two
sections.

Q. And could you describe that
process? | mean, do you have, as an

example, like a super section or

anything like that?

A We run what we call a walking

super section. We run eight ---
typically run eight entries. We have

two miners on the section at all

times, but we only mine coal with one
miner at a time. The other miner 1is
setting up --- while one miner is
cutting, the other miner is setting
up. We also have two bolt machines,
a bolt machine really chasing each
miner. And we have three shuttle
cars on the section, but we only run
two at a time. We have a shuttle car
designated on each side, side dump
off our feeder, which is a three-way
dump, and we have one on the end
dump.

The operator on the end dump,
his shuttle car will travel to
whichever miner is running. The
other operator will, depending on
which miner is cutting, will
determine which shuttle car he runs.
He may park the left shuttle car and
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get on the right shuttle car to go to

the right miner.
Q- Okay. Could you describe the
mine ventilation system with the

miner?

A A blowing system with --- all
face ventilation is on blowing as

well. The intake®"s on the right side
of the section so line curtains will
typically run up the right rib.

Q- You said you used blowing
ventilation, but did you ever use any

exhaust ventilation?

A It"s been a few years ago, but
yeah, 1 have used some exhaust.
Q- Could you describe the mine

roof support system, please?

A Our base roof control plan,
we"re setting six-foot fully grouted
resin bolts. On the Two Left panel
we are --- in intersections we"re
installing ten-foot cable bolts. |
think we had six --- I think we"re
putting six cable bolts per
intersection, unless they"re --—-
provided if they"re anchoring --- if
the resin bolts were anchored in
sandstone, we don"t have to set the
cable bolts.

We also put, for span control,
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we put --- 5 to 15 feet i1s the size
of the mesh screen we"re bolting
against the roof, and we"d screen our
-—- our primary escape way we screen,
our track entry we screen, and our

belt entry we screen.

Q. Do you ever screen any other
particular entries, or ---?
A We will screen --- my bolt

crews can put a piece of screen up
anywhere where they feel there®s any
adverse roof that they would put a

piece of screen on.

Q. Did you ever put any screen on
the ribs?

A. No, sir.

Q. Who was all at the mine when

you were there that day?

A. Well, 1 know that Al
Schoonover, Dick Wilfong and Martin
Toler and Owen Jones, and --- 1 know
that they were there, but as far as
-—- and the dispatcher, Bill Chisolm,
I spoke to him, but as far as going

back into the bathhouse and seeing

what men were there, 1 didn"t do
that.
Q. Okay. There were some men

already at the mine?

A Yeah. | would say most of the
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crews were already there when 1 got

there.

Q- Did the mine operate on the
day prior to the accident?

A No, sir.

Q- Was there any examiners or
anything ---?

A Examiners --- | had examiners
scheduled to start at three o"clock

that morning.

Q- That morning the ---.

A The morning of January 2nd.

Q- Okay. But the day prior

to —--

A The day prior to?

Q- --—- was there any examinations

made or anything like that?
A. I"m not aware if there --- 1
don"t know.

Q- When was the last time that

anyone was at the mine prior to the
morning of the accident?

A. I don*"t know. The last --- 1
know 1 had some men that worked
Saturday, but 1 don®"t know if anyone
was there throughout the night or
Sunday -

Q- Okay. So then Saturday would
be the last time that you were aware
of anyone ---

A That I"m aware of, yes.
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12 Q. -—- working at the mine? Did
13 the fan operate continually during

14 the weekend preceding the accident?

15 A. I haven®t heard --- as far as
16 I know, yes.

17 Q. You routinely just leave the
18 fan on --—-

19 A Yes.

20 Q. -—- for 24 hours?

21 A Yeah. Routinely, yes.

22 Q. Was the underground power

23 de-energized during the holiday
24 shutdown?

25 A. I don"t know.

01 Q. Okay. Who would know that
02 possibly?

03 A I don"t know, possibly Mr.
04 Wilfong.

05 Q. What records did you review
06 that morning, you know, your routine
o7 there? What records did you --- on
08 that particular morning, what were

09 the records that you reviewed?

10 A Probably what I1"ve already

11 detailed. This happened so quick, 1
12 probably didn*t have any time to look

13 at anything but maybe the timesheets.

14 Q. You didn"t review the ---
15 A No, sir.
16 Q. -—— prior to the ---
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A. No, sir.
Q- --- the record books and any

sort of underground paperwork?

A No, sir.
Q- Did you happen to notice
anything on the --- or did you look

at the CO monitor?
A. No, sir.

Q- Did you hand any specific

assignments out that morning 