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Included in this packet are the following documents that are being 
utilized to raise Stakeholder’s awareness of recent coal mine accident 
trends and relevant potential hazards: 

•	 Press Release 

•	 Action Plan providing guidance to districts for implementing 
the initiative with hyperlinks. 

•	 Calendar Year 2003 Synopsis of Accidents to provide MSHA 
personnel with talking points and relevant data while making 
mine visits. 

•	 Safety Alert Bulletins to be distributed to Stakeholders. 



Synopsis of CY2003 Coal Mine Fatalities 
Through October 25, 2003 

•	 28 fatalities have occurred in CY03. 
•	 10 fatalities (36%) involved maintenance and construction activities. 
•	 7 fatalities (25%) involved independent contractors. 
•	 5 fatalities (18%) involved cutting or welding. 
•	 14 fatalities (50%) occurred in Tri-State districts. 
•	 54% of the fatal victims had more than 10 years total mining experience, but 38% had less 

than one year of experience at the mine where the accident occurred. 
•	 53% of the fatalities occurred at mines with more than 100 employees, 11% at mines with 

less than 20 employees. 
•	 53% of the fatal accidents occurred on day shift, 18% afternoon, and 29% midnight. 
•	 7 (25%) of the fatal victims were supervisors. 



Synopsis of CY2003 Coal Mine Fatalities 
Through October 25, 2003 

• 5 fatalities involved ignitions of gas or fluids: 
–	 Fatals 1-3: Methane explosion while cutting into water ring during shaft 

construction; 
–	 Fatal 12: Pressurized can of starting fluid ignited and ruptured when it contacted 

a battery terminal while being used to clean dust and oil from engine-mounting 
bolts; 

–	 Fatal 23: Explosion of 55-gallon drum while being filled with acetylene. 

• 3 recent accidents involved explosives: 
–	 Fatal 13: Foreman used a power center to detonate explosives; 
–	 Fatal 15: Three miners were injured, one fatally, when a shot unexpectedly blew 

through into the area where they were taking shelter from the blast. 
–	 Non-injury Ignition: Methane accumulated in a roof fall cavity and was ignited 

when explosives, which were placed on the fallen roof material, were detonated. 































To date, nine fatal 
Powered Haulage 
accidents have 
occurred, accounting 
for more fatalities 
than any other 
accident classification 
in 2003. 

















CONTACT PERSONS


TECHNICAL SUPPORT SMALL MINES GROUP 
Joe Judeikis (304) 547-2039 Kevin Burns (202) 693-9594 

TRI-STATE GROUP EDUCATION AND FIELD SERVICES 
Jesse Cole (304) 256-3240 Douglas Altizer (202) 693-9580 

COAL DISTRICTS 
District 1 District 2 

Larry Gazdick (570) 826-6321 Tom Light (724) 925-5150 

District 3 District 4 
Ron Wyatt (304) 225- 6803 Jim Beha (304) 877-3900 

District 5 District 6 
Jim Kiser (276) 679-0230 Bob Hardman (606) 432-0943 



CONTACT PERSONS CONT.


District 7 District 8 
Ronnie Brock (606) 546-5123 Bryan Sargeant (812) 882-7617 

District 9 District 10 
Judy Peters (303) 231-5458 Richard Reynolds (270) 821-4180 

District 11 
Gary Wirth (205) 290-7300



