
 
 
Fatality #12 – June 3, 2008 
Fall of Roof or Back - Underground - Indiana 
Gibson County Coal, LLC - Gibson Mine 
 
COAL MINE FATALITY - On Tuesday June 3, 2008, a 25 - year old roof bolting 
machine operator with 2 years of mining experience was fatally injured by a fall 
of roof. A rock measuring approximately 5' in length x 11' in width and 0" to 10" 
in thickness fell from beyond permanent support and cantilevered outby striking 
the bolter operator and pinning him between the foot cylinder of the pressurized 
ATRS.  

 
 

Best Practices 

• Never travel inby supported areas.  
• Always conduct a through visual examination of the roof, face and ribs 

immediately before work is performed and thereafter as conditions 
dictate.  

• Always stay alert for changing conditions in your work area.  
• Scale any loose or hazardous roof material using proper equipment and 

scale from a safe location.  
• Know and follow the approved roof control plan.  

This is the twelfth fatality reported in calendar year 2008 in the coal mining 
industry. As of this date in 2007, there were six fatalities reported in the coal 
mining industry. This is the second roof fall fatality in 2008. At this time in 2007, 
there were two fatalities in this classification. 
 
 

 
The information provided in this notice is based on preliminary data ONLY and does not represent 
final determinations regarding the nature of the incident or conclusions regarding the cause of the 
fatality.  

 


