
 

 

Fatality #7 - March 13, 2013  
Fall of Roof/Rib - Underground - West Virginia 
Newtown Energy, Inc. - Peerless Rachel Mine 

COAL MINE FATALITY - On Wednesday, March 13, 2013, at approximately 4:55 p.m., 
a 63-year-old roof bolter with 40 years of mining experience was killed when he was 
struck by a large piece of roof rock while installing a rib bolt on the right side of the 
number 8 right crosscut on the No. 1 Section. The victim was between the drill head and 
the ATRS when the roof fell on him. The rock was approximately 6 feet long by 5.5 feet 
wide and about 5 inches thick. 

 
Best Practices 

• Conduct frequent and adequate examinations of the roof, face, and ribs. Be alert 
for changing conditions at all times. When hazardous conditions are detected, 
danger off access to the area until it is made safe for work and travel.  

• Develop and follow safe rib bolting procedures. Consult the manufacturer’s 
recommendations.  

• Adequately support, or scale down, any loose roof or rib material from a safe 
location before working or traveling in the area.  

• Ensure that Automated Temporary Roof Support (ATRS) systems on all roof 
bolting machines are maintained in good working condition.  

• Ensure that the approved Roof Control Plan is followed and is suitable for the 
geologic conditions encountered at the mine. If conditions change and cause the 
plan to no longer be suitable, the plan must be revised to provide adequate 
support for the control of the roof, face, and ribs.  

This is the seventh fatality reported in calendar year 2013 in the coal mining industry. 
As of this date in 2012 there were four fatalities reported in the coal mining industry. 
This is first fatality classified as Fall of Face, Rib, and Highwall in 2013. At this time in 
2012, there was one fatality in this classification. 

 

The information provided in this notice is based on preliminary data ONLY and does not 
represent final determinations regarding the nature of the incident or conclusions 
regarding the cause of the fatality. 

 


