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CONCLUSION 
 
On Tuesday, July 25, 2017, a 28-year-old equipment operator with seven years and nine 
months of total mining experience was fatally injured while operating a Caterpillar D9L 
bulldozer on a refuse bank.  The accident occurred when the victim, who was working 
alone, was run over by the bulldozer.  Investigators believe that shortly before the 
accident he exited the bulldozer onto the slope of the refuse bank and into the 
bulldozer’s push path near the edge of the refuse bank. 
 
Because the manufacturer’s parking procedure was not followed, the bulldozer moved 
downhill after the victim exited the bulldozer.  When the bulldozer hit him, he was 
positioned between the track and blade.  The bulldozer did not stop, but traveled over 
the edge of the refuse pile and came to rest at the bottom of the embankment.  There 
were no witnesses to the accident. 
 
The fatal accident occurred because the manufacturer’s braking procedure was not 
followed.  Also, the mine operator did not adequately task train the victim in 
accordance with the approved training plan, which included training on the safe 
operating procedures outlined in the bulldozer’s operators manual for parking the 
bulldozer on a grade.  In addition, the mine operator did not maintain the bulldozer in a 
safe operating condition with regard to the braking system. 
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