
COAL MINE FATALITY - On Thursday, September 28, 2017, a 39-year-old miner with 
ten years of mining experience received fatal injuries when coal from the longwall face 
rolled out and completely covered him.  The victim was assisting with roof bolting by 
untangling the mesh during the longwall recovery process.  At the time of the accident, 
the victim was located between the coal face and the pan line. 
 

 
 

Best Practices 
 

• DO NOT ENTER the panline, or any immediate work area, unless the roof and 
longwall face have been made safe.  This includes reducing exposure by minimizing 
the distance from the face to the tips of the shield.   

• Scale roof, face, and ribs with a bar of suitable length and design or other safe means. 
• Ensure miners are trained on the minimum requirements of the approved roof control 

plan. 
• Conduct thorough and more frequent examinations of the roof, face, and ribs when 

miners work or travel close to the longwall face, and continuously monitor for 
changing conditions   

• Before beginning a longwall recovery, ensure miners are trained to recognize the 
hazards associated with the recovery area. 

• Be aware of and correct potential hazards when working or traveling near mine ribs, 
especially when conditions exist that could cause roof or rib disturbance. 

During the past five years, three miners have been killed working in the longwall 
panline.  This is the thirteenth fatality reported during calendar year 2017 in the coal 
mining industry. This fatality is classified as a fall of face, rib, pillar or highwall 
accident. As of this date in 2016, there were seven fatalities reported in coal mining, 
none of which were classified as fall of face, rib, pillar or highwall.  


