
 
 

     

 
 

      
    

 

 
 

 
 

       
  

 
   

  
     
   

 
    

  
 

      
 

 
     

 
 

    
 

Fatality Alert 
MINE FATALITY – On Oct. 27, 2020, a miner was digging a hole to install a 
wooden post for roof control when a section of the roof fell on him. 

Best Practices 

• Thoroughly examine the roof, face, and ribs where people will be 
working and traveling, including sound and vibration testing where 
applicable. 

• Scale loose roof and ribs from a safe location. Prevent access to hazardous 
areas until appropriate corrective measures can be taken. 

• Set temporary support before installing permanent support. 
• Be alert for changing conditions and report abnormal roof or rib conditions 

to mine management and other miners. 
• Know and follow the approved roof control plan and provide additional 

support when cracks or other abnormalities are detected. Remember, the 
approved roof control plan contains minimum requirements. 

• Propose revisions to the roof control plan to provide measures to control 
roof hazards. 

This is the 23rd fatality reported in 2020, and the first classified as “Fall of Roof or Back.” 

The information provided in this notice is based on preliminary data only and does not represent 
final determinations regarding the nature of the incident or conclusions regarding the cause of the 
fatality. 

Report accidents and hazardous conditions: 1-800-746-1553 
msha.gov | askmsha@dol.gov | @MSHA_DOL 

http://www.msha.gov/
mailto:askmsha@dol.gov
https://twitter.com/MSHA_DOL

