
 
Fatality Alert 

MINE FATALITY – On January 29, 2025, a miner died when a piece of rock fell from the highwall 
and struck the cab of the drill he was operating. 

 
Best Practices 

• Scale highwalls from a safe location to eliminate hazards such as loose, 
unconsolidated rocks and overhangs. 

• Conduct highwall examinations prior to working or traveling near the highwall 
and more frequently as ground conditions warrant, especially after periods of rain, 
freezing, and thawing. 

• Examine highwalls from multiple perspectives (bottom, sides, and top/crest) and 
look for signs of cracking and other geologic features that could lead to instability.  

• Use auxiliary lighting during low light conditions to conduct highwall 
examinations and illuminate active work areas. 

• Ensure miners work, travel, and operate equipment at safe distances from 
highwalls. 

This is the third fatality reported in 2025, and the first classified as “Fall of Face, Rib, Side or Highwall.” 
 

The information provided in this notice is based on preliminary information only and does not represent final 
determinations regarding the nature of the accident or conclusions regarding the cause of the fatality. 

Report accidents and hazardous conditions: 1-800-746-1553 
msha.gov | askmsha@dol.gov | @MSHA_DOL 
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