
Fatality Alert 
MINE FATALITY – On March 12, 2026, a contract mechanic died after the boom of a 
drill mast rolled, struck, and pinned him. 

 

 

Best Practices 

• Block equipment, including components or assemblies, from unexpected 
movement before beginning work. 

• Follow manufacturer-recommended maintenance procedures.  
• Bleed off all air prior to hooking up hydraulic lines. Use bleed valves when 

installed and fully cycle actuators in all directions. 
• Train miners in safe work procedures and hazard recognition. Monitor personnel 

routinely to ensure they follow safe work procedures. 
 
This is the fifth fatality reported in 2026, and the third classified as “Machinery.” 

 
The information provided in this notice is based on preliminary information only and does not represent final 
determinations regarding the nature of the accident or conclusions regarding the cause of the fatality. 

 
Report accidents and hazardous conditions: 1-800-746-1553 

msha.gov | askmsha@dol.gov | @MSHA_DOL 


