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Overview

The victim: wast fatally: injured whenrhe: contacted cenductors fier a heat
tape that had beensinstalled 1 a shared condult hedy with the
conductors off a480-velt circuit. Boeth the heat tape: and circuit had
BEen akandened: but neither ofi them had been remoeved. The 480-velt
CIFCUIT Was energized andl short-circuited te the heat tape causing| It te
PE energized to 277 velts to greund. The heat tape everheated and
portions of the heat tape insulation melted away, leaving hare
conducters. He centacted the bare heat tape: conducters or adjacent
energized parts Whlle' checking Water valves in the area areund the
neat tape.






Root Cause

Management policies and procedures failed
to ensure that all potential electrical hazards
were identified and corrected.



Best Practices

Examine the woerk area o) any: petential
lazards.

Laellall pewer switches tor Identiiy/ Whlch tnits
ey control.

Ground allmetal' enclosing electrcal circuIts;

Conduct continuity and resistance tests; of all
glreunading systems.

Keep workplaces: clean; and orderly.
Remove all abandened electricall CIrcuIts.
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