
 
 
Fatality #3 - January 26, 2008 
Powered Haulage - Nevada - Gold Ore        
Small Mine Development, LLC - Getchell Mine 
 
 
METAL/NONMETAL MINE FATALITY - On January 26, 2008, a 43 year-old 
equipment operator with 8 years experience was fatally injured at an underground gold 
mine. The victim parked his haul truck near an intersection of the loading area and 
left. A short time later, another miner got in the parked truck to move it out of the 
way. When this driver was backing the truck, it struck the victim as he was returning 
to his truck.  

 
 

Best Practices 

• Ensure all miners are trained to recognize work place hazards, specifically the 
hazard of mobile equipment traveling near them.  

• Before moving mobile equipment, look in the direction of travel, be certain no 
one is in the intended path, sound the horn to warn possible unseen persons, 
and wait to give them time to get to a safe location.  

This is the 3rd fatality reported in calendar year 2008 in the metal and nonmetal mining 
industries. As of this date in 2007, there were 2 fatalities reported in these industries. 
This is the 1st Powered Haulage fatality in 2008. There were no Powered Haulage 
fatalities in the same period in 2007. 
 
 

 
The information provided in this notice is based on preliminary data ONLY and does not represent final 
determinations regarding the nature of the incident or conclusions regarding the cause of the fatality.  

 


