MNM Eatal 201 2-01.

Powered Haulage Accident
January 27, 2012 (Maryland)
Cement Operation
Equipment: Operator

69 years old

48 years off experience



Overview.

The victim was' Killed'when the skid steer leader he was operating
traveled intoe a 5-feet deep water hole.. He was using a 10-feet scraper,
mounted on the'front of the leader; to clean'a tallpiece on a belt
conveyoer when he backed the loader inte a stream bed. He could not
drve the loader hack torthe road because he was unable te gain the
traction needed to exit the stream bed. He then backed Up the

loader, attempting to get back toe the read at another location. IThe
loader: traveledin reverse about 150 feet, wentinte the water hole, and
overturned. Thevictim was trapped in the'leaders caband drewned.

[lhe accident occurred due te: management's fallure to' provide kerms
Where the skid steer leader Went over a drop-offi inte the stream bed.
Additienally, management failed te provide barricades or Warning signs at
the water hole where the hazard was not immediately; ebyvious to the
victim:






Root Cause

Root Cause: Management failed to install berms
on a road near a stream bed. Management
failed to post appropriate signage at a water
hole where a safety hazard was not immediately
obvious to persons.

Corrective Action: Management installed a berm
to the mid-axle height of the largest equipment
traveling the road and posted signs at the water
hole.



Best Practices

EnsSure that persens are task trainead and understana the hazarads
assoeciated with the Work being perfermed.

Equipment eperators should e familiar with thelr Woerking
envirenment at all times.

Ensure that safety precautions are takenrhased on'different weather;
and lighting conaitiens:

Keep mohile equipment a safe distance from the edge of:Water: or:
embankments.



Best Practices

Barficade ol postWariing signs at alllapproaches inareasiwhere
nealth or salety nazards exist that are not iImmediately: 6hVIious; to
all'persoens. Warning signs shall'be readily visinble; legible; ana
display; thernature of the hazard and any protective action reguired.

Provide and mamtain erms off guardrails;on the banks of roadways
WhHENE: al arep-olifexists ol sUfficient-grade of- depth o calse a
VERIcle to' evertunn or endanger Persens in equipment.

Moniter: persennel'siwerk activities routinely tordetermine that safe
WOrk: precedures are fellowed.

Operate equipment infa manner that-maximizesvisiility:-Use a
spotter when Visibility of the work: o thavel areas Is limited.
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