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Fall' off Person Accident
August 31, 2012 (Nevada)
G0ld Operation

MIRer

49 years old

24 years off experience



Overview.

The victim was killed'when he fell threugh a hole that had
develeped beneath bridged materaliin an 6pen stope. He
Was assigned to prepare a Work area to set-up;a leng-noele
penchrdrll and was Woerking near the epen stepe when he
fell down the 'stepe inte a muck:pile. The victim was
Inadvertently loaded eut with the' materal and transported
Py a haul truck: te a surface steckpile where he was: later
discevered.

[ihe accident eccurred due to managements falure toe
ensure that the'victim used fall"protection Whenwaorking
Aear an GPen stope Where there was a danger of falling.






Root Cause

Reot Cause: Management falled to ensure that the
Victimiwoererfall pretection Whens Working near: an epen
stepe Where there was a danger ofi falling:" The victim
fell'inte the stepe ' While'Woerking' en or near the bridged
materal.

(CorrectiveAction: Management reviewed the stanaara
OPEratingiProcedures for Working near stopesiand made
[eVisiens te Include specific mstrtictions regarding the
use of fall’ protection.” A'second person willfhe present
Whena minerIsSsworking near a: stope.  All off the Stope
Crews Were trained in these New: procedures.




Best Practices

Always use fall'protection with a lanyard anchored securely wWhen working
Where there'isia danger: of falling:

Examine workplaces for changing conditions when the strata; drill patterns;
Of other workplace conditionsichange:

Establish policies and precedures for: saiely: clearing hung or stuck material
and ensure that persons follow these sale policies and procedures:.

Ensure that persens are task-trained andunderstand the hazards
associated with' the work being performed.

Ensure that-areas are barficaded ofshave warning signs posted at-all
appreaches where hazards exist that are not Immediately obvious.

Consider using a *miner in distress” call feature available en many
communication and tracking systems carried by miners. This feature Is
designed telimprove EMErgency response. iffasminer Working alone or. out: of
SIght 6f ether MINers reguires Immediate’ assistance.
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