MINM Eatal 2012-13

Fall" off Person Accident
September 22, 2012 (Arizona)
Copper Operation

Contract Laboerer

34 years old

6 days ofF experience



Overview

The victim was Killed when'he fell throughian epening on the 4th floor: of
the secondary crusher building and landed approximately: 30 feet below.
ne epening was covered withr2-inch by 4-inch by 102-1nch beards and
Za-Inch thick plyweoed that was being used as a work: platiorm. When the
Victim' stepped onto the plationm, twe off the hoards breke and hefell. A
SCreen was attached over the 6-1eet by 8-feet epening but had been
remoeyved for repairs.

Ilne accident oceurred due termine anad contract managements failure to
ensure the work platferm, Coverng the hole where the victim fell, was of
supstantial’ construction; barrcaded, and provided With warnaing signs te
prevent a fall hazard te Persens werking in the secendary, crusher.
puUIlding. The accident eeeurred Nt an’ area Where the Victim was not
assigned to'work. Statements made durng Interviews indicate he was
mISsing for approximately 1 hourand 45 minutes before a searchhbegan.
The victim had Six days of eEXperience on the jo.






Root Cause

ROOL Cause: Mine and contract management failed to
ensure the work platierm ceverng the hoele where the
victim fell'was: of substantial’ construction, varrcaded,
and provided\withrwarning signs: toe prevent a fall‘hazard
10 any’ persen Werking In the secondary, crusher bullding.

Corrective Action: Mine managementinstituted a policy,
Of USING engineered metall covers on all'accessible pen
Noles e’ prevent a future fall hazard te:miners. An
Impreyved system is in place using signs and barricades
10 Walrn and prevent aceess to hazardeus areas that are
not Immediately ehbvieus te' Persoens.



Best Practices

EStablishiand diSCuss  safe Work procedures: ldentity and control all
hazards. Train all Persons torecognize and understand safe Job
pProecedures before hegmning Werk.

Always use fall'protectionwhen werking where a fall-hazard exists.

PrOtECE OPENINGS NEAN travelways throtgh WRICHI PErsens: may fall by
Installing apprepriately designed railings; Parrers, or COVErS.

KEEP tEMpPorarky access BPENING COVErS Securediin place at: all times
When the epening IS not being used. Replace deteriorated fleor
plating and grating.

EnsUre that areas are barrcaded or have Warning sighns posted at all
appreaches I hazards exist that are noet immediately’ehVvious.
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