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@verview

Michael Dennis Schmidt, mechanic, age 67, was seriously injured on May 13,
2014. Mr. Schmidt was performing maintenance on a cone crusher. At the time
of the accident, Schmidt was standing on the crusher drive belt guard. An
excavator had been used to lower components into the cone crusher. The
operator of the excavator stopped the work and was getting out of the cab to
speak to Schmidt when the excavator swung and the bucket knocked Schmidt off
of the crusher. Schmidt fell approximately 11 feet to the ground, landing on his
head and shoulder. Schmidt was transported to the local hospital where he
underwent emergency surgery to stabilize his condition. He spent more than a
week in the Intensive Care Unit on life support. Following his hospitalization,
Schmidt was sent to various long term care facilities, but succumbed to his
injuries on May 26, 2015.

Management failed to ensure that the hydraulic system on the excavator was
deactivated. This allowed the boom to swing, knocking the victim off of the cone
crusher. Management also failed to ensure that miners were wearing fall
protection devices when exposed to the danger of falling.






ROOt Causes

Root Cause: The excavator operator was unable to effectively maintain control
of the excavator while exiting the cab of the unit, resulting in the excavator
bucket striking the victim.

Corrective Action: The operator retrained miners to shut down the unit before
exiting the cab.

Root Cause: The victim was not wearing any type of fall protection to prevent
him from falling from the top of the cone crusher.

Corrective Action: Miners were retrained in the proper use of fall protection.
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