
 

    
 

Quarterly Stakeholder Call 
December 13, 2019 

U.S. Department of Labor 
Mine Safety & Health Administration 
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Opening Remarks 

David G. Zatezalo 
Assistant Secretary for Mine Safety & Health 
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Agenda 

1:00 − Welcome and Introduction 
1:10 − Review of Contractor Fatalities 
1:30 – Review of Electrical Fatalities 
1:35 − Enforcement 
1:45 − Educational Policy and Development 
1:50 – Regulatory Update 
1:55 − Questions 
2:00 − Closing Remarks 
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Review of Contractor Fatalities 

• 2019 has seen the highest % of Fatalities by 
Contractors “ever” (50%) 

• Powered Haulage and Machinery account 
for 10 of the 18 Contractor Fatalities since 
January 2017 

• Fatality elimination/reduction must include 
“ALL” miners 

• Stakeholder “Focus” yields results 
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 Contractor Fatalities 
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MSHA Districts 
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  Fatal Contractor Injuries 
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Root Causes 
• Inadequate or no examinations 
• Inadequate or no training 
• Safe job procedures not developed or not 

followed when developed 
• Inadequate communications between 

workers 
• Restricted visibility while operating mobile 

equipment 
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MSHA Fatal 
Coal Mine 

On Saturday, January 5, 2019, a 55-year-old contract miner received fatal injuries 
when he was pinned between a pneumatically powered air lock equipment door and 
the concrete rib barrier located near the shaft bottom. 
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MSHA Fatal 
Coal Mine 

On January 14, 2019, a 56-year-old survey crew member with approximately 30 years of 
mining experience was fatally injured after he was struck by a loaded shuttle car. The victim 
was measuring the mining height in an entry that was part of the travelway used by the shuttle 
car to access the section feeder. 
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MSHA Fatal 
MNM 

On March 6, 2019 a contract miner, suffered fatal injured when he was struck by a 
relief valve that ejected from a 500 ton hydraulic cylinder. The contract miners 
were in the process of cribbing the P&H 4100A Electric Shovel to perform an 
undercarriage rebuild. 
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MSHA Fatal 
MNM 

On March 7, 2019, a contract miner, suffered fatal injuries when he fell 
approximately 12’ from on top of the North Log Washer and struck the structure 
below. The contract miner was attempting to tighten a mounting bolt on the drive 
motor when the wrench he was using slipped, causing him to fall backwards and 
into an opening between two log washers 
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MSHA Fatal 
MNM 

On June 10, 2019, a miner was leveling material in a trench made for laying 
electrical conduit for new plant construction while the Plant Manager was 
operating a Wacker Neuson WL 36 frontend loader above. The front-end loader 
was being used to back fill the trench when the bank collapsed causing the front-
end loader to slide into the trench. The victim was fatally injured when he was 
pinned between the front-end loader and a jersey block. 
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MSHA Fatal 
MNM 

On June 24, 2019, a 34-year-old contractor with 10 years of experience, received 
fatal injuries when he fell beneath the wheels of a tractor-trailer. Miners were using 
a bulldozer to pull the tractor-trailer, which had become stuck in the sand. As the 
tractor-trailer began to be pulled, the victim was seen walking toward the side of the 
truck. The victim died at the scene from crushing injuries after being run over by the 
truck wheels. 
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MSHA Fatal 
Coal Mine 

On July 31, 2019, a 62-year-old contractor with 30 years of mining experience sustained fatal 
injuries when three methane ignitions occurred in an air shaft. The victim and three 
contractors were preparing to seal the intake air shaft of an underground mine. At the time of 
the ignitions, the victim was trimming metal so that it would fit inside wooden forms and was 
in direct line of the ignition forces. 
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MSHA Fatal 
MNM 

On Friday, August 2, 2019, a 39-year old contract equipment operator, with 16 
years of experience, was killed while descending the main haul road in a fuel/lube 
truck. The victim radioed that the truck’s brakes did not work and after traveling 
approximately one mile down a 7% grade, struck a runaway truck ramp’s berm 
causing it to overturn. The victim was not wearing a seatbelt. 
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MSHA Fatal 
MNM 

On Friday August 15, 2019, a 44-year-old contract electrician with 10 weeks of mining 
experience was electrocuted when he contacted a 120V cable while working inside a fire 
suppression system's electrical panel. 
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MSHA Fatal 
MNM 

While spotting for a dump truck, a contractor stepped directly into the 
path of a bulldozer and died at the scene on November 16, 2019. 
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MSHA Fatal 
MNM 

A contract maintenance mechanic struck an elevator platform from atop an exterior 
industrial elevator car. The victim was performing maintenance when the car went 
into service resulting in the victim receiving crushing injuries as the car descended. 
The miner died at the scene on December 3, 2019. 
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Electrical Fatalities and 
Accidents 
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MSHA Fatal 
Coal Mine 

On August 7, 2019, a 42-year-old preparation plant electrician with 15 years of mining 
experience was electrocuted when he contacted an energized connection of a 4,160 VAC 
electrical circuit. The victim was in the plant’s Motor Control Center (MCC) adjusting the 
linkage between the disconnect lever and the internal components of the 4,160 VAC panel 
supplying power to the plant feed belt motors. 
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MSHA Fatal 
MNM 

On Friday August 15, 2019, a 44-year-old contract electrician with 10 weeks of mining 
experience was electrocuted when he contacted a 120V cable while working inside a fire 
suppression system's electrical panel. 

26 



MSHA Fatal 
Coal Mine 

On September 17, 2019, an electrician was electrocuted when he contacted an energized 
conductor. The victim contacted a 995 VAC connector while attempting to troubleshoot the 
scrubber motor circuit on a continuous mining machine. 
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Electrical Shock 
Accident 

On September 18, 2019, an electrician was shocked when he contacted 4,160 VAC 
on a shovel.  Earlier in the shift, the circuit was locked and tagged out and an 
electrical problem was fixed. Another issue arose later in the shift. The electrician 
opened an electrical box and pushed himself upwards to see inside it and his head 
contacted the energized collection bar. The electrical energy turned him around, 
held him, and he shook until the circuit deenergized at the main substation 1/4 
mile away. 

“This incident could have been a Fatality” 
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Electrical Shock 
Accident 

On December 8, 2019, an electrician received an electrical shock while 
troubleshooting lid switches on a 4 MVA 12,470 volt power center.  The 
electrician received two burns, one the size of a 50 cent piece on his right elbow, 
and one the size of a pencil eraser on his right wrist. 

“This incident could have been another Fatality” 
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Electrical Accidents 
Statistics 

• Increase in electrical fatalities (electrocutions) in past 5 years 
• 13 Fatal electrocutions in ten years (2010 to 2019*) 
• Over 300 electrical shock accidents in ten years (2010 to 2019*) that resulted in 

lost workdays and/or restricted duty 

Primary Causes 
• Lock out/Tag out – Without electricity one can’t be electrocuted!!!!! 
• Failure to utilize PPE 
• Troubleshooting and Testing vs. Electrical Work 
• Safe Work Practices 

*partial 
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Other Fatalities in 2019 

6 Surface – 3 Underground 
Classifications 

3  Machinery 
2  Powered Haulage 
2 Fall of Face, Rib, Pillar or Highwall 
2  Fall of Person 
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Root Causes 
• Inadequate or no examinations 
• Inadequate or no training 
• Safe job procedures not developed or not 

followed when developed 
• Inadequate communications between workers 
• Restricted visibility while operating mobile 

equipment 

BEST PRACTICES 
“Best practice for prevention of recurrence is listed with the 

fatality alert for each accident on webpage” 

32 



 
  

 
 

 

  
  

  
 

Enforcement Initiatives 
• Electrical Initiative 

• Started on September 23, 2019 
• Visited approximately 4,900 mines 

• Contractor Initiative 
• Will begin in January 
• Contractor Safety Alert 

• Posted on MSHA website 
• Distributed during mine visits 

• Mine Visits 
• Discuss fatalities with miners and contractors 
• Training (≤1 year of experience at the mine and/or activity) 

• Observe contractor work practices 
• Talk to individual contractors about training received 
• Review training plans and training records 

• Letter to Stakeholders 
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Educational Policy and 
Development Update 

Training Resource Links 
for 

Contractors and Mine operators 
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  Training Resource Links 
MSHA.gov 

Training and Education 
 https://www.msha.gov/training-education 

Training Programs and Courses 
 https://www.msha.gov/training-education/training-programs-courses 

Safety and Health Materials 
 https://www.msha.gov/training-education/safety-health-materials 

Developing a Training Plan 
 https://www.msha.gov/training-education/developing-training-plan 

Mine Rescue Training 
 https://www.msha.gov/training-education/mine-rescue-training 

Instructor Materials 
 https://www.msha.gov/training-education/instructor-materials 

Quarterly Training Calls 
 https://www.msha.gov/training-education/quarterly-training-calls 

Mine Academy Programs 
 https://www.msha.gov/PROGRAMS/MineAcademy/Academy.asp 
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Educational Field and Small Mine Services 
EFSMS 

https://www.msha.gov/epd/efsms/ 

mshatraining@dol.gov 

Kevin Deel Syed Hafeez 
Deel.kevin@dol.gov Hafeez.syed@dol.gov 

202-693-9585 202-693-9765 
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Regulatory Update 
• Examinations of Working Places in Metal and 

Nonmetal Mines, Final Rule 

• Escapeways and Refuges in Underground Metal 
and Nonmetal Mines, Program Policy Letter 

• Respirable Quartz, Request for Information 
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Questions? 
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