
Fatality Alert 
MINE FATALITY – On November 13, 2023, a pit wall collapsed engulfing an excavator operator 
while he was outside of the excavator. 

 
Best Practices 

• 4 1 TUse appropriate mining methods when the material is steeper than its angle of 
repose. 

o 4 1 TInstall appropriate benches and trenches when necessary. 
o 4 1 TScale highwalls to eliminate hazards, e.g., steep slopes or overhangs. 

• Establish and discuss safe work procedures before beginning work. Identify and 
control all hazards associated with the work to be performed and the methods to 
properly protect miners. 

• 4 1 TTrain miners to assess risks and hazards and correct or barricade hazards to 
prevent access before beginning work activities. 

 
This is the 37P

th
P fatality reported in 2023, and the first classified as “Fall of Face, Rib, Side or Highwall.” 

 
The information provided in this notice is based on preliminary information only and does not represent final 
determinations regarding the nature of the accident or conclusions regarding the cause of the fatality. 

4 1 TReport accidents and hazardous conditions: 1-800-746-1553 
3 2 T Umsha.gov U 3 2 T | 3 2 Taskmsha@dol.gov 3 2 T | 3 2 T@MSHA_DOL3 2 T 
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MINE FATALITY – On November 13, 2023, a pit wall collapsed engulfing an excavator operator while he was outside of the excavator.

[image: Picture of highwall showing collapsed material and track marks from the excavator after it was backed away from the scene.]

Best Practices

· Use appropriate mining methods when the material is steeper than its angle of repose.

· Install appropriate benches and trenches when necessary.

· Scale highwalls to eliminate hazards, e.g., steep slopes or overhangs.

· Establish and discuss safe work procedures before beginning work. Identify and control all hazards associated with the work to be performed and the methods to properly protect miners.

· Train miners to assess risks and hazards and correct or barricade hazards to prevent access before beginning work activities.



This is the 37th fatality reported in 2023, and the first classified as “Fall of Face, Rib, Side or Highwall.”



The information provided in this notice is based on preliminary information only and does not represent final determinations regarding the nature of the accident or conclusions regarding the cause of the fatality.

Report accidents and hazardous conditions: 1-800-746-1553

msha.gov | askmsha@dol.gov | @MSHA_DOL
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